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PREFACE 

The  Eegistrar-Gerieral’s  estimate  of  tlie  j)Opulation  as  at  Mid- 
summer, 1938,  is  144,400. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1988  was  17.0  per  1,000  as  compared  witli 
16.8  for  1986;  and  the  death  rate  Ti.l  jjer  1,000  as  against  18.0  for 
1987. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  75  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  77  in  the  previous  year. 

The  cancer  death  rate  showed  a sliglit  decrease,  as  against  a small 
increase  for  England  and  Wales  (T.  48).  The  death  rate  from 
tuberculosis  was  79  j^er  100,000  as  against  86  in  1987. 

The  work  of  the  Municipal  Hosjdtal  lias  steadily  increased.  5,619 
patients  were  admitted,  as  conpiared  with  5,258  in  1987;  and  1,880 
major  02)erations  were  2^tirformed,  as  compared  with  1,075. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  during  the  year  showed  a decrease  of  206  as  against  that 
for  1987. 

At  Landican  Cemetery  170  cremations  took  place,  as  compared 
with  125  in  1987. 

The  Consultative  Committee  of  the  Birkenhead  iMedical  Society, 
consisting  of  representatives  of  general  medical  practitioners,  consul- 
tants, and  whole-time  members  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  has  met 
several  times  during  the  year  and  has  done  valuable  work. 

The  organisation  of  medical  Air  Raid  Precautions  services  has 
thrown  an  ever-increasing  volume  of  work  and  res})onsibility  on  to  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  given 
by  colleagues  in  other  departments ; of  the  unfailing  loyalty  and 
industry  of  members  of  my  own  staff ; and  of  the  encouragement  and 
help  given  by  the  members  of  the  various  committees  directly  con- 
cerned with  the  administration  of  the  public  health  services. 

D.M.M. 
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SHORT  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
1938 

Area  of  the  Jhjrough  8,508  acres,  or  13.4  square  miles 


Estiiriated  j^opulation  (at  midsummer,  1038j  144.4(J(i 

Number  of  jjersoiis  };er  acre  (density  oi  population)  1(3. s 

Approximate  number  of  houses  in  Borough  at  end  of  1038  ...  33,(312 
Number  of  inhabited  liouses  at  time  of  census,  1031  30,403 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  time  of  census, 

1031  35,577 

Rateable  value,  April,  1038  tl,(>Ol,447 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate,  1038-1030  t3,78() 

Birkenhead  consolidated  rate,  1038-30  14  - in  the  t 

Birth-rate  (live)  per  1,000  of  the  population  17.0 

Death-rate  ,,  ,,  ,,  12.1 

Average  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  12.(3 

Tubercidosis  death-rate  })er  1, ()()()  of  the  })Opulation  0.70 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (i)er  1,000  birth)  75 

Average  number  of  children  in  elementary  schools  20,025 

Number  of  elementary  school  children  medically  inspected 

during  year  8,007 
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ADMINISTRATION 

General  administrative  arrangements.— The  detailed  arrangeiuents 
leade  by  the  local  authority  for  dealiii^^  with  various  branches  of  health 
work — e.g.,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  etc. — are  set  out 
in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  report. 

Staff. — The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  department  consisted 
at  the  end  of  1988  of  the  following;  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Administrative  Medical  Officer: 

D.  Morley  Matliieson,  M.A.,  M.l).  (iMlin.),  Ch.Jh,  D.lMl. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  G.  Foster,  M.A.,  Af.l).,  Ch.H.,  ll.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Anmi  May  Williams,  M.H.,  ('li.H.,  D.IbfI. 

J.  Morrison  liitchie,  M.A.,  M.B.,  ('h.H.,  D.lMl. 

E.  Jflackstock,  13. Sc.,  M.D.,  13. Ch.,  13. A. G.,  D.lMl. 

R.  Sandilands,  13. Sc.,  M.13.,  Ch.l3.,  D.lMl. 

Patricia  I.  Unsworth,  .M.H.G.S.,  L.P.C.P.,  D.lMl. 

Archibald  Dodd,  M.D.,  Ch.l3.,  D.lMl. 

*Phyllis  Marsh,  M.13.,  Ch.D. 

Medical  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  : 

Ross  A.  Grant,  F.R.C.S.,  M.13.,  Ch.l3.  (Medical  Superintendent) 
E.  W.  Thomas,  F.R.G.S.,  M.13.,  Ch.D.  (Deputy  Medical  Superin- 
tendent) 

A.  Gill,  iM.B.,  Ch.D.,  D.P.H.  (Senior  Resident  Medical  Officer) 
A.  L.  ]\lcDonald,  ]\I.B.,  Ch.B. 

AI.  Rassin,  F.R.C.S.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  W.  Rae,  AI.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consultants  : 

*R.  W.  Geminell,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.  P.  H.  (Radiologist) 
nV.  Johnson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Physician) 

*P.  W.  Leathart,  B.A.,  Jl.B.,  13. Ch.  (Aurist  and  Larvngologist) 
-S.  Barton  Hall,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.M.  (Psychiatrist^ 

*T.  Hartley  IMartin,  IM.B.,  Ch.B.  (Orthop-cedic  Surgeon) 

*S.  B.  Herd,  M.D.,  B.S.,  F.C.O.G.  (Obstetrician  and 

Gynaecologist) 

*D.  L.  Charters,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S.  (Ophthalmic  Surgeon) 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

P.  Wilson  Smith,  L.D.S. 

Eveline  M.  Warlow,  L.D.S. 

A.  C.  Capper,  L.D.S. 

M.  Smith,  L.D.S. 

*L.  W.  Smith,  L.D.S. 

Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist  : 

Dr.  J.  Morrison  Ritchie  (Assistant  Medical  Officer) 
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Analyst  : 

*W.  II.  Koberts,  M.Sc.,  IM.C. 

Matron,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  : 

Miss  J . lihodes 

Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  : 

Miss  L.  Liggins 


Matron,  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic  Hospital  : 

Miss  I.  E.  Millar 

Health  Nursing  Staff  : 

Miss  K.  Nixon  (Chief  Health  Nurse) 

Health  Nurses,  21 

Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 

Dr.  P.  I.  Uns worth 

Assistant  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 

Miss  M.  M.  Graham  (Health  Nurse) 

Inspection  Staff  : 

N.  M.  Clayton,  M.E.C.V.8.,  Veterinary  OlTieer  and  Chief  Meru, 
Ins])ector 

Alfred  Longstaff  (Cliief  Inspectcu’  and  Inspector  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts) 

Housing,  District,  Meat,  Food  and  Drugs,  etc..  Inspectors,  10 

Clerical  Staff  : 

W.  M.  Cavers  (Chief  Clerk) 

Others,  32 

Public  Vaccinators  : 

*E.  W.  Laird  Pearson,  M.A.,  .M.R.C.S.,  L.E.C.P. 

'■'H.  Cress  well  Pierce,  M.A.,  iM.E.C'.S.,  L.E.C.P. 

*Eoss  A.  Grant,  F.E.C.8.,  M.B.,  Ch.  D. 

Vaccination  Officers  : 

*0.  E.  Lockey 
*E.  W.  Owens 


Other  Staff  : 

Nursing  8taff,  Birkenhead  Mimicipal  Hospital  140 

Dispenser,  Birkenhead  Munici2)al  Hosi)ital  1 

Masseuse,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hos])ital  1 

School  Teacher,  Birkenhead  Munici])al  Hosjutal  1 

Domestic  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  70 

Male  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  17 

Nursing  Staff,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  31 

Domestic  Staff,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  26 


xii 

Male  Start,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  

Nursing  Staff,  Birkenhead  Orptliopaidic  Hospital  . 

School  Teacher,  Birkenhead  Orthoi;aedic  Hospital  1 

Domestic  Staff,  Birkenhead  Orthoptedic  Hos^jital  9 

Male  Staff,  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic  Hos[utal  1 

Assistants  on  Meat  Inspection  Work  2 

Laboratory  Assistants  3 

Male  Orderly  (Venereal  Diseases  Clinic)  1 

Home  Teachers  (Blind  Persons)  2 

Supervisor  and  Assistant  Supervisor  (Occupation  Centre)  ...  2 

Dental  Attendant  1 

*Not  whole-time  officers. 
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SUPERANNUATION  SCHEME 


The  Local  Government  and  Other  Officers  Superanuation  Act, 
1922,  was  adopted  by  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  in  June,  1928,  and 
came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1928. 

The  number  of  posts  in  the  Corporation  service  designated  as 
“ established  posts  ” for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  was  l,tXJ6,  of  which 
1,711  were  actually  filled  at  the  date  on  which  the  Act  came  into  force, 
and  195  were  additional  posts.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme  1,018  new  posts  have  been  created,  making  a total  of  2,919. 

In  preparation  for  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Superannuation  Act,  1987,  on  1st  April,  1989,  646  “ servants  ” 
were  submitted  to  medical  examination  before  the  end  of  1938. 

Medical  examinations  carried  out  during  1938. — During  the 
past  year  770  examinations  were  carried  out. 


Department  1922  1987 

Act  Act 

Audit  1 — 

Assessments  1 — 

Baths  — 6 

Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  7 54 

Borough  Treasurer’s  11  — 

Cleansing  2 58 

Education  5 — 

Electricity  1 112 

Estates  1 1 

Gas  1 152 

Libraries  2 5 

Markets  1 — 

Medical  Officer’s  82  68 

Parks  and  Cemeteries  1 50 

Public  Assistance  28  19 

Transport  83  110 

Water  2 10 

Weights  and  Measures  — 1 


Totals  124  646 


Note. — In  addition  there  were  12  re-examinations. 


Population^  Mrths  and  deaths 
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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1981  census  was  147,803. 

The  Eegistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  jiopulation  of  the  BoroUi:h 
as  at  mid-year,  1938,  was  144,400.  This  figure  is  1,100  les^  than  the 
estimate  at  mid-year,  1937. 


BIRTHS 

Births  registered  during  1938,  and  birth  rate. — During  tlie  year 
2,464  live  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1938  was  17.0. 


Birth  rate 

follow : — 

in  recent  years. — The  birth  rates 

since  1931 

1931  . 

18  4 

per  1,000 

1932 

17  7 

1933  . 

16  4 

” 

1934  . 

16  8 

> } 

1935  . 

17.0 

y y 

1936  . 

16  4 

” 

1937  . 

10.3 

y y 

1938  . 

17.0 

Still  births. — In  addition  to  live  birtlis,  109  still  births  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registei-ed,  in  accordance  with  Section  7 of  the 
Births  and  ]4eaths  Registi-aiion  Act,  1926.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
still  birth  rate  of  0.75. 


Comparison  of  birth  rate  with  rates  for  country  generally:  — 

Per  1,000  of  population 
Live  Still 

births  births 


England  and  Wales  15.1  0.60 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  15.0  0.65 

148  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident 
populations  25,000  to  50,000  at 

census,  1931)  15.4  0.60 

London  Administrative  Countv  13.4  0.48 

Birkenhead  17.0  0.75 


Sex-distribution  of  births. — Of  the  2,464  live  births,  1,314  were 
males  and  1,150  females;  a proportion  of  1,142  : 1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  2,464  live  births  registered  93  were  illegiti- 
mate, a percentage  of  3.8, 
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Registration  of  stillbirths.— The  109  stillbirths  registered  were 
classified  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate — Males 

Females 

Illegitimate — Males 

Females 


109 


GO 

42 

d 

4 


The  stillbirth  rate  was  42  ])er  1,000  total  births. 


Births  notified  during  1938.— During  the  year,  2,878  births  were 
notifjccl  in  the  Borough  under  Section  203  of  the  Buhlic  Health  Act, 
1936.  Of  these,  108  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  2,770  live  births! 
This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  ILrkenhead  Maternity 
Hospital,  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hosi)ital,  and  the  Birkenhead 
General  Hospital,  many  of  which  were  transferable  to  other  areas. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births:  — 

Births  in  Public  Institutions:  — 

Birkenhead  ^Maternity  Hospital...  489  (20  stillbirths) 


Birkenhead  iMunicipiil  Hospital...  ,703  (24  ,,  j 

Birkenhead  Genei'al  Hos))ital  ....  2(1  ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  178  (7  ,,  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  28  ( 2 ,,  ) 

Notified  by  mid  wives  1G7G  (74  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parents  2 ( — ,,  ) 


2878  108  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Begistrars  reported  47  cases  of  un- 
notified births;  41  by  both  certified  midwives  and  doctors  and  4 by 
the  Maternity  Hospital  staff. 


DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1,751  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  102  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
outside  the  Borough,  but  excludes  271  deaths  of  non-residents  wdiich 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  12.1  per  1,000. 

Standardised  death-rate. — Though  the  above  reflects  the  extent  of 
death  m Birkenhead  it  should  not  be  used  for  the  j^nrjDose  of  making 
comparisons  with  the  position  obtaining  in  other  areas  or  in  the  country 
as  a whole.  The  age  and  sex  composition  of  compared  areas  must  be 
taken  into  account  before  it  is  safe  to  make  any  deductions  in  regard 
to  the  influence  exercised  upon  the  degree  of  mortality  by  social, 
economic  or  other  factors.  All  other  things  being  equal,  an  area  with 
an  excessive  number  of  old  people  will  necessarily  have  a higher  death- 


Fopulatiorit  MrtJiS  and  deaths 


3 


rate  tlian  one  in  which  younger  people  are  relatively  more  prei.onderair . 
So  also  will  an  area  with  a greater  proportion  of  males  to  feUieleb,  sin  ;e 
at  almost  all  ages  mortality  is  greater  anjong  the  former. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  reduce  age  ;ind  sex  distribution  to  a 
common  level;  that  is,  to  adjust  the  distribution  in  a given  area  so  a; 
to  make  it  comparable  with  the  distribution  in  the  whole  country.  In 
Ihrkenhead  the  difference  from  the  average  has  the  effect  of  making 
the  death-rate  more  favourable  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  To  make 
the  rate  properly  comparable,  therefore,  it  has  to  be  multi]  lied  by  a 
factor  representative  of  the  proportion  which  the  country’s  distribution 
bears  to  Jlirkenhead’s  distribution.  This  factor  is  1.09;  and  the  result 
of  the  adjustment  is  to  raise  the  crude  death-rate  of  T2.1  to  13. *2. 
Comparison  of  the  latter  figure  may  be  made  with  a similarly 
standardised  rate  for  any  other  area,  the  influence  of  age  and  sex 
having  in  both  cases  been  eliminated. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  since  1929  are  as  follows: 


1929  13.9  per  1,000 

1930  11.7 

1931  13.4 

1932  11. G 

1933  13.5 

1934  12.0 

1935  12.5 

1936  12. G 

1937  13.0 

1938  12.1 


Seasonal  deaths. — Tlie  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  each 
quarter  of  the  years  1937  and  1938:  — 


No.  of  (loath.-s 

1987  193S 

First  quarter 

679 

494 

Second  quarter 

44-2 

420 

Third  quarter  

33:4 

370 

Fourth  quarter 

438 

467 

Totals  

1892 

1751 

Sex-distfibution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths,  951  were  males 
and  800  females,  a proportion  of  1,189  : 1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1938  there  was  1 uncertiflcd  death  belong- 
ing to  the  area. 

Coroners’  inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  99 
deaths — that  is,  in  5.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — This  Act  came  into 
force  on  1st  May,  1927.  During  the  year  41  deaths  (2.3  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  during  the  year)  were  registered  without  the  Coroner 
holding  an  inquest. 
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Causes  of  death. — Detailed  causes  of  death  during  1938  compiled 
in  this  department  are  not  published  in  this  rejjort.  Table  P.  1 
(pages  6 and  7),  prepared  by  the  Kegistrar-General,  sliows  the  causes 
of  death  of  llirkeiiliead  residents,  sub-classihed  according  to  sex  and 
age. 

Infantile  mortality. — There  were  180  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  75  j)er 
1,000  births. 

There  were  0 deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old ; 
giving  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  75  ])er  1,000.  The  causes  of 
infant  deaths  and  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred  are  shown  in 
Table  P 2 (page  8). 

The  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  year  since  1928  are  given  below: 


1928  80 

1929  80 

1930  8() 

1931  • Hi) 

1932  71 

1933  99 

1934  00 

1935  07 

1930  03 

1937  77 

1938  75 


The  maiii  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  j)ast  two  y(‘ars  are 
shown  below:  — 

No.  in  No.  in 
19:^7  I9:is 


(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  30  39 

Bronchitis  7 5 

Whooping  cough  5 8 

Measles  — 9 

Diarrluea  and  enteritis  23  29 

(b)  Premature  birth  55  39 

(c)  All  other  causes  58  57 


184  186 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  6.5 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1938.  The  deaths 


from  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  98 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  17 


115 

This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  0.79  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  98  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1938,  90 
occurred  in  persons  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a wage- 
earning age. 
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Tljis  suljject  is  further  dealt  with  in  the  Tuberculosis  section  of 
this  report. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ p.rin.  ipal 


epidei])ic  diseases  ” caused  OH  deaths,  as  follows:  — 

J)iarrhfea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years) dO 

W'hoojang  cough  26 

Measles  20 

Scarlet  fever  1 

l)i[)htheria  (including  ineinbranous  croup)  11 

Fever  (enteric,  typhus,  and  sinijile  continued  ).. . 1 

Smallpox  — 


This  corres]>onds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  ti.T)* 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Pneumonia 
ctaiised,  in  its  various  forms,  102  deaths;  erysipelas,  1;  cerel)ro-s|iinal 
fever,  o ; ])oliomyelitis,  — ; encephalitis  lethargica,  — . 

Comparison  of  Birkenhead  death-rates  with  those  for  country 
generally. — Tn  Table  P 8 (page  0),  Birkenhead  rates  are  shown 
together  with  those  for  the  country  generally.  The  latter  are  provisional 
figures  kindly  sup]ilied  by  the  Ptegistrar-Cleneral.  Xon-civilians  are 
included  in  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  P 1 

Deaths  : causes,  sex,  and  ages  (as  compiled  by  the  Eegistrar-General) 
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TABLE  P 2 

Infant  deaths  : causes  and  ages 


Causes  of  deatli 


All  causes 

Smallpox  

Chickenpox  

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whoo])iiig  cough 

Diphtheria  

Iiiflueuza  

Tuberculosis  of  central  iiei  vous 

system  

Tuberculosis  of  intestines  and 

peritoneum  

Meningitis  (not  tuhei'culous)  


49 


1 


8 


I 


Convulsions  

Bronchitis  (all  forms) 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  


Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Injury  at  birth  

Atelectasis  

Congenital  malformations 

Premature  birth . 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 
Other  causes  


1 

5 

5 

29 

2 

7 


1 


i "l 

1 ... 

; 2 
: 4 


21  44  2o  22  1S6 

2 1 b 9 


1 ...  1 

1 ..  ..  1 
1,1  ...  2 


;•  o 

7 12  9 7 39 

7 10  0 f.  29 

1 1 


o 


Z.  ......  . . 073 

3 1 1 ....  8 

2 3 6 3 21 


Totals 


71 


24  44  ' 25  22 


186 


Nett  live  births  in  the  year — 

Legitimate  2464 

Illegitimate 109 


Nett  deaths  in  the  year^ — 

Legitimate  infants  180 

Illegitimate  infants  ...  6 


TABLE  P 3 

Death-rates  : comparison  with  rest  of  country 


Population,  Inrths  and  deaths 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS 

ADMINISTEATIVE  AliKANGEMENTS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  permanent  stah  engaged  on  meat 
inspection  consisted,  in  addition  to  the  Veterinary  Officer  (Mr.  N.  M. 
Clayton),  of  one  meat  inspector,  five  assistant  inspectors,  two  detention 
officers,  and  one  junior  clerk. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Alfred  Longstaff,  was  respon- 
sible throughout  the  year  for  the  taking  of  all  samples  of  milk  and  other 
food  stuffs,  and  of  drugs,  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 
A special  Eood  and  Drugs  Inspector  also  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  this  work. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  has  been  carried  out,  under  a 
temporary  arrangement,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Koberts,  m.sc.,  f.i.c..  City 
Analyst,  Liverpool- 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  has  been  dealt  with 
in  the  Municipal  Laboratory. 


WATEB  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  Prenton  Ward  and  part  of  Upton  Ward,  all 
the  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Corporation  Waterworks 
at  Alwen.  The  supply  for  the  remaining  area  comes  from  the  West 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  Birkenhead  from  the  Alwen  supply 
during  the  year  ending  81st  December,  1938,  was  1,401,544,000  gallons. 

Bacteriological  examinations — The  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  Alwen  water  supply  is  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  in  the  Depart- 
ment. 

During  the  past  year,  bacteriological  examinations  have  been 
made  in  connection  with:  — 

51  samples  of  tap  water  in  Birkenhead. 

13  samples  of  water  from  the  Alwen  Reservoir,  before 
filtration. 

27  samples  of  water  at  Alwen,  after  passing  through  the 
filtration  apparatus. 

The  latter  tests  provide  a very  useful  and  sensitive  check  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  filtration  process. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Dairy  Farms. — Milk  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  chiefly  from  farms 
in  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire. 

(a)  Farms,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough. — 209  samples  of  milk  from 
these  farms  were  taken  in  the  Borough  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  and 
submitted  for  biological  examination  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory.  29 
of  these  (approximately  14%)  were  found  to  contain  living  tubercle 
bacilli.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  the  Veterinary  Officer  paid  30  visits  to  milk  producers’  farms 
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outside  the  Jiorough  and  irispeeted  the  herds  responsible  for  these 
infeeted  sanijjles,  017  cows  being  exaujined.  As  a result  Id  cows  were 
discovered  to  be  giving  tuberculous  milk:  the  animals  were  slau;:l]tered 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  lOd^.  In 
those  cases  where  no  aff'ected  cow'  w'as  found  on  examination  of  the 
herd,  it  was  learned  that  the  animals  which  were  probably  the  source 
of  infection  had  been  killed,  or  sold  from  the  herd. 

(b)  Farms,  etc-,  within  the  Borough. — Up  till  May,  quarterly 
exarninations  of  all  dairy  cows  in  the  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the 
Veterinary  Officer.  At  that  time  there  w’ere  20  farms  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Jhjrough  with  a total  of  4d0  dairy  cows. 

Up  till  May,  40  visits  were  paid  to  these  farms  and  900  clinical 
examinations  of  these  dairy  cow^s  were  made. 

Four  samj)les  of  rrjilk  from  cows  showing  induration  of  the  udder 
were  taken  by  the  Veterinary  Officer.  In  each  c.ase  the  samj.les 
showed  the  ];resence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  the  affected  cows  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  19-38.  5 cows  alTected  with 

tuberculosis  in  other  forms  than  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  al.<o 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

After  May,  the  work  of  clinical  examination  of  dairy  cows  was 
taken  over  by  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  ^Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  except  for  the  quarterly  insjjection  of  “Accredited 
Herds.” 

Milkshops  and  the  retail  sale  of  Milk. — There  are  125  registered 
milkshops  in  Birkenhead.  In  addition,  the  following  are  registered  for 
retailing  milk  within  the  f^orough — 89  farmers  resident  outside  Birken- 
head, 9 “ purveyors  ” of  milk,  and  the  owners  of  the  22  cowsheds 
within  the  Borough  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragrajih. 

Applications  for  registration. — During  the  year  applications  for 
registration — Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922 — have  been 
received  from  2 persons  desiring  to  retail  milk  within  the  Borough. 
These  persons  have  been  placed  on  the  register. 

Sale  of  ” Graded  ” milk. — Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936,  the  following  licences  were  granted:  — 

14  licences  to  persons  other  than  producers  to  retail  T uhcrculin 
Tested,  milk  within  the  Borough. 

2 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  7' uhcrculin  7\\^ted  milk. 

6 licences  to  produce  Accredited  milk. 

6 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  Accredited,  milk- 

2 licences  to  sell  Accredited  milk- 

1 supplementary  licence  to  sell  T uhcrculin  7'cstcd  milk. 

16  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised,  milk. 

1 licence  to  Pasteurise  milk. 

The  chemical  and  physical  examination  of  milk. — During  the  year 
250  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — 215  samples  of  milk 
were  examined  in  the  Municipal  Laboratory  during  the  year.  167  of 
these  samples  were  satisfactory  and  48  were  not  satisfactory. 

Suitable  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
samples. 
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OTHER  FOOD : DRUGS 

Abattoirs  in  Birkenhead. — Slaughtering  is  carried  out  in 

(a)  the  Corporation  abattoir  at  Tranmere ; 

(b)  the  slaughterhouse  within  the  Woodside  Lairages;  and 

(c)  the  slaughterhouse  at  the  Wallasey  Stage  and  Wallasey  Nos. 
4 and  5 sheds,  which  are  situated  within  the  Borough  of 
Birkenhead,  and  which  are  used  for  animals  which  have  to  be 
killed  immediately  on  landing. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  abattoir  and  slaughterhouses. — During  the 
year  a total  of  184,152  animals  (see  the  following  table)  was 
slaughtered  within  the  Jiorough.  This  was  an  increase  of  25,081  over 
1987,  due  to  the  revival  of  tlie  im]jortation  of  Canadian  cattle  and  a 
much  greater  number  of  home-fed  sheep  being  killed  at  the  Tranmere 
abattoir. 

TABLK  V 1 


Animals  killed  in  Birkenhead  during  1988 


Oxen 

j Calve.s 

Sheep 

I’igs 

i 

Total 

At  Woodside  Lairages — 

i 

1 

Irish  

‘27690 

i 

61126 

202 

89018 

Canadian 

6866 

j 

— 

6866 

Manx  

— 

i ~ 

127 

— 

127 

At  Wallasey  Stage  and 

Nos.  4 and  5 Sheds — 

j 

i 

Irish  

98 

— 

6o3 

90 

; 841 

Canadian 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Manx  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

At  Tranmere  Abattoir — 

1 

Irish  

— 

— 

— 1 

— 1 

— 

Canadian 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

Home-fed 

550 

927 

29228  1 

1 

I 6595  1 

1 

1 37300 

Totals  . j 

35204 

927 

91134 

6887 

134152 

All  meat  condemned  by  the  meat  inspection  staff  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  surrendered  by  the  owners  for  destruction. 
In  no  case  was  formal  seizure  found  to  be  necessary.  The  following 
is  a summary  of  surrenders  during  the  year:  — 


Oxen 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

1 

Total 

Weight  (lbs.) 

For  tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  

157 

2 

15 

— 

174 

89,639 

Part  carcases 

413 

— 

299 

— 

712 

36,949 

For  other  conditions  — 

Whole  carcases  

45 

1 

25 

65 

136 

30.S54 

Part  carcases 

52 

— 

68 

19 

139 

1,893 

The  amount  of  offal  condemned  was  225,324  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  therefore  was  over  171  tons. 


Water  supply,  food,  and  druys 
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Inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  at  shops — During  the  year  the 
inspectors  paid  11,453  visits  to  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  where  food  is  stored 
or  exposed  for  sale.  Foodstuffs  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  1,72^ 
lbs.,  and  480  tins  of  brawn  and  i)\  dozen  packets  of  thyme,  were  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Export  of  animal  products. — Veterinary  certificates  were  granted 
for  the  export  of  the  following:  — 

to  Brazil — 1 tierce  of  sheep  casings 

to  France — tierces  of  beef  bungs 

- to  Holland, — If)  tierces  of  beef  casings 
1 keg  of  sheep  casings 
1 parcel  of  beef  middles 
to  Bolamd. — 810  bags  of  stearine 
to  Latvia — 13  tierces  of  beef  middles 
3 tierces  of  sheep  bungs 

Sale  of  Food  Order,  1921;  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926;  and 
Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928. — Attention 

has  been  givcni  to  these  Acts  so  far  as  they  concern  foodstutfs.  No 
legal  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. — During  the  year  11  pigs  died  within 
the  Borough.  Bost-mortem  examination  showed  that  none  had  died 
from  swine  fever. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. — During  the  year  '1  cows  died  within  the 
Borough.  One  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  anthrax. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — The  Act  i.rovides  that  all  j-ersons 
slaughtering  animals  in  a slaughtering  house  or  knacker’s  yard  must 
be  over  eighteen  years  of  age  and  be  licensed  by  the  local  authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  70  men  to  whom  licences  had 
been  granted  were  on  the  register. 

No  contravention  of  the  Act  came  under  notice  during  the  year. 

Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — During  the  year  511 
samples  were  taken.  Of  these  202  were  formal  and  240  informal. 
250  were  samples  of  milk. 
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Water  siipjjly,  food,  and  druys 

I'he  articles  saiupled  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:  — 

TABLE  F 2 
Samples  taken  during  1938 


Article 


Milk 

Cream  and  tinned  cream 

Dried  milk  

Malted  milk 

Condensed  milk  

Blitter  

Cheese  and  wrapped  cheese 

Margarine  

Lard 

Dripping 

Tea  

Coffee  and  Essences  

Cocoa  

Jam  

Lemon  Cheese 

Honey  

Treacle  

Pepper  ..  

Salt  

Mustard  

Sugar  

Bread  and  Confectionery 

Stuffing  

Dried  Herbs  

Beef  suet  with  rice  flour... 

Rice  

Tapioca  

Oatmeal  

Barley  

Flour  

Custard  powder  

Gravy  Salt  

Brawn  

Sausages  


No. 

.sampfes 

taken 

formally 

No. 

samples 

taken 

informally 

Article 

No. 

samples 

tiiken 

formally 

No. 

samples 

taken 

informally 

250 

Minced  beef 

- i 

1 7 

7 

Sauce  

4 

1 

Tinned  meat  

: 1 

1 

Tinned  fish  

1 2 

5 

Tinned  fruit  

! 1 

12 

Potted  meat  and  fish 

1 

15 

paste  .. 

1 5 

10 

Jelly  

i 5 

1 

6 

Dried  fruit  

i 

6 

Pudding  

2 

7 

Mincemeat  

4 

10 

Sjtice 

1 

7 

Pickles  

4 

7 

Vinegar  

2 

6 

Olive  oil  

4 

2 

Aspirin  tablets  

1 

5 

.\lniond  oil 

4 

6 

Mercurv  ointment  

2 

1 

Powdered  Gentian  root 

1 

1 

Health  Salts  

4 

2 

Seidlitz  jtowder  

3 

0 

Boracic  ointment  

2 

3 

Zinc  ointment 

2 

10 

Cam})horated  oil 

2 

3 

Vaseline  

1 1 

5 

Tincture  of  iodine  

1 

1 1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

i 

1 

4 

17 

I 

Samples  analysed  formally  262 

Samples  analysed  informally  249 


Total  sam^^les  analysed  during  the  year...  511 


Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed 
23  samples  of  milk 
7 samples  of  sausage 
1 sample  of  lard 

1 sample  of  dried  mint 

1 samjyle  of  dried  thyme 

1 sample  of  sago 

were  reported  adulterated. 


Water  supply,  food,  and  drug, 
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Troceediiigs  were  taken  in  respect  of  8 samples  of  milk.  With 
reference  to  the  remaining  samples  reported  adulterated,  it  was 
decided,  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  that  it  was  inadvis- 
able to  institute  proceedings. 

Particulars  of  the  defects  found  in  those  samples  with  regard  to 
which  proceedings  were  taken,  and  the  result  of  the  proceedings,  are 
set  out  in  Table  F 3. 


TABLE  F 3 

Samples  with  reference  to  which  proceedings  were  taken. 
Nature  of  adulteration  and  result  of  proceedings. 


Date 

Article 

No.  1 
of 

sample  i 

Adulteration 

Fine  inflicted 
or  result 

May  20 

Milk  

169 

6%  deficient  in 

fat 

..  Costs  1 4 '6 

June  10 

Milk  

167 

13%  deficient  in 

fat.„ 

£2-0-0  fine 

£2-2-0  costs 

June  10 

Milk  

, 180 

19%  deficient  in 

fat  ; .slightly  watered.... 

Case  dismissed 

June  24 

Milk  i 

196) 
197 J : 

198  ' 

16%  deficient  in 

5%  deficient  in 

fat 

. Costs  £1-9-0 

July  1 

Milk  i 

fat 

Case  dismissed 

July  1 

Milk  

1 

199 

6%  deficient  in 

fat  

..  j ^ y , 

Aug.  19 

Milk  i 

251 

10%  deficient  in 

fiit 

. Costs  14  6 

Aug.  26 

Milk 

257 

1 32%  deficient  in 

fat  

Costs  £1-15-6 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Pul)lic  atention  has  been  forcibly  directed  to  the  j^roblem  of 
tuberculosis  by  the  receutly-]uil)lished  fiej^ort  on  '’J'uberculosis  in  Wales. 
Tlie  continuous  decline  in  tlie  incidence  of  tliis  disease  has  deservedly 
been  a matter  for  satisfaction;  Imt  the  decline  lias  jierhajis  lieen  taken 
for  granted,  and  a feeling  engendered  that  the  mere  jiassage  of  time 
would  suffice  to  reduce  tlie  extent  of  tubenuilosis  to  lu'gligible  jirojior- 
tions.  The  Welsh  Keport  has  had  the  salutary  effect  of  shattering  that 
easy  belief. 

Tuberculosis  bas  again  been  revealed  as  jirimarily  a disease  of 
])Overty,  bad  housing,  insanitary  environment.  There  is  little  hojie  of 
any  material  imjirovement  in  Whiles  unless  at  least  the  two  latter 
obstacles  to  a healthy  life  are  removed.  Both  can  be  dealt  with  by  tin.* 
powers  given  to  local  authorities  bj^  legislation.  Indifference,  financial 
incapacity,  and  inefficiency,  individually  or  collectively,  may  prevent 
these  ])Ow^ers  being  used;  the  result  of  negligence  can  oidy  be  to 
perpetuate  an  unnecessarily  high  level  of  tubei-cuilosis. 

Any  radical  attempt  to  deal  with  the  jiroblem  in  Whiles  must 
inevitably  invohe  greater  Bxcdieijuei-  assistance  to  the  local  authorities, 
to  whatever  extent  redistribution  of  jiowers  and  areas  may  contribute 
to  a solution.  Provision  of  decent  houses  is  not  an  unduly  expensive 
matter  provided  an  economic  ixmt  can  be  i-eeovei-ed.  It  has  been 
demonstrated,  however,  that  to  fandlies  with  low  incomes  the  benefits 
derived  from  better  housing  conditions  are  offset  by  the  ill-effects  of 
smaller  food-})urchasing  })Ower.  To  siudi  families,  therefore,  advantage 
can  only  be  obtained  if  rents  are  below  an  economic  level,  and  this 
necessarily  means  a heavier  rate  exiienditure.  The  reluctance  of  local 
authorities  to  incur  heavier  expenditure  in  this  res])ect  accounts  for  the 
small  extent  to  which  this  most  difficult  as])ect  of  the  housing  ])roblem 
has  been  tackled.  It  is  futile  to  ex})ect  any  further  considerable  fall 
in  the  tuberculosis  rate  until  decent  housing  conditions  replace  the 
circumstances  of  gross  overcrowding  in  which  many  meiubers  of  the 
poorest  stratum  of  society  are  compelled  to  exist.  The  mowing  rate 
burden  upon  most  local  authorities,  ])articularly  upon  tnose  whose 
financial  capacities  are  small,  suggests  that  without  larger  State  grants 
in  aid  of  housing  improvement  in  the  situation  is  likely  to  be  slow. 

Difficulties  confronting  the  local  authorities  in  Whiles  confront 
many  of  their  counterparts  in  England,  and  whatever  remedy  is  applied 
as  a result  of  the  recent  Eeport  must  be  applied  in  all  cases,  not  in 
Wales  only,  wdiere  it  is  equally  necessary.  The  death  rate  from 
tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  is,  and  always  has  been,  materially  higher 
than  that  for  the  country  as  a wdiole,  and  last  year  was  only  a shade 
lower  than  that  for  Whiles.  It  is  significant  that  the  overciwding  rate  in 
Birkenhead  is  also  materially  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  (the  ratio  in  both  cases  is  approximately  12.5  : 10).  Experience 
in  Birkenhead  has  shown  that  many  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  living  in 
overcrowxled  conditions  and  so  constitute  an  immediate  menace  to 
other  members  of  their  households.  They  cannot  afford  to  pay  rent  for 
more  ample  accommodation,  in  which  the  risk  of  infection  w^ould  be 
minimised,  and  in  default  of  being  provided  with  houses  at  an 
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uneconoiuic  rent  continue  directly  and  indirectly  to  impose  he - ^ v 
financial  burdens  upon  the  community  in  the  forni  of  treatmeni 
mid  imjjaircfl  or  destro3’ed  working  ca];acit\’.  Tljere  <"an  b-e  n*.  'e.so* 
that  tfie  real  gains  deriving  from  increased  expenditure  on  reii-iUsin^ 
the  very  poor  would  l^e  immense. 

PEEVALP:NCK  of,  and  mortality  from,  TUBFRCULOSIS 

Notifications. — The  total  number  of  primary  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  19d8  was  22'2 — 179  respiratory  and  48  non-res|  irat-uw : 
see  Table  T 1 (page  22). 

Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to 
tuberculosis,  of  patients  who  had  ju’eviously  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  the  disease,  was  99 — 92  respiratory  and  7 non-resj  iratory. 

The  total  number  of  deatlis,  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  of 
patients  who  had  not  preyiously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis, was  10 — 0 resjhratoi'v  and  10  non-res])irator\'. 

Adding  these  together,  the  total  numl^er  of  deaths  certified  as  due 
to  tuberculosis  was  as  follows:  — 


Respirator}"  98 

Non-respirator}"  17 


115 

An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortality  for  the  past  ten  years 
will  be  found  in  Table  T 2 (])ag(‘  28). 

An  analysis  of  tlie  tuberculosis  morlality  during  1988  with 
reference  to  age  and  sex  will  lx*  found  in  Tabic  T .‘I  (j^age  28). 

Number  of  known  cases. — Aft('r  malciug  deductions  for  ]‘atients 
who  had  died  during  the  year,  or  \\  ho  had  jaa'inanently  left  the  district, 
or  whose  names  haye  been  tak’ou  off  the  registc-r  as  ])royisionally  cured, 
the  total  number  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  at  the 
end  of  1988  was  as  follows:  — 


Adult.s 

Children 

j [under  15  years  i 

1 of  age) 

, Total 

Respiratory  Male  

395 

31 

426 

Female  ... 

317 

30 

i 347 

Non-respiratory  Male  

49 

169 

‘ 218 

Female  ... 

74 

162 

! 236 

To  tab..  Male  

444 

200 

644 

Female  ... 

391 

192  I 

583 

Total 

835 

392  1 

1 

1227 

CASES  DEALT  WITH  THROUGH  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 

CLINIC 

Attendances  of  patients  at  the  clinic. — During  the  year  2,283 
examinations  were  made.  Of  these  882  were  jjrst  examinations  (i.e., 
examinations  of  patients  who  had  not  been  seen  preyiously  at  the 
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clinic).'''  In  addition  to  attendances  made  for  the  j^urpose  of  medical 
examination,  7d4  other  attendances  were  njade  by  jjatients  for  weigh- 
ing, interview,  advice  or  certification,  and  by  patients’  relatives  in 
connection  with  questions  arising  as  to  treatment,  removal,  liome 
conditions,  etc.  * This  number  includes  contacts 

Examination  of  patients  who  were  notified  for  the  first  time  during 
1938. — Of  the  222  new  ])atients  notified  in  1938,  197  were  examined  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year.  The  i-emaining  25  were  not  referred  to,  did 
not  attend  at,  or  had  been  previously  examined  at,  the  clinic. 


Classification  of  new  cases. — The  544  new  patients  who  attended 

during  the  year  were  classified  as  follows:  — 


1 

Children 

^ ToUl 

Classed  as  sufferir.g  from  respiratory  tul)erculosis  | 

Classed  as  suffering  from  other  forms  of  tuber-  \ 
culosis  \ 

Classed  as  nou-tuberculous  | 

Classed  as  “ suspect  ” | 

, Male  ... 

' Female 
Male  ... 
Female 
, Male  ... 
Female 
Male  ... 
Female 

1 63 
' 51 

10 
j 10 

1 114 

130 

6 

3 

2 

3 

12 

11 

76 

52 

1 

i 65 

54 

' 22 
, 21 

190 
: 182 

1 3 

Total...  j 

Male  ... 
Female 

193 

194 

91 

1 66 

1 284 

: 260 

Total  

387 

157 

544 

* All  patients  of  fifteen  shears  and  upwards  are 

classed 

as  adults 

Examination  of  contacts. — 338  persons  who  had  been  in  close 
contact  with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examined  either  at  the 
clinic  or  at  their  homes,  and  were  classified  as  follows:  — 

j *.\clults 

Children 

; Total 

Classed  as  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis 

j Male  ... 

1 Female 

3 

7 

4 

2 

1 

7 

9 

Classed  as  suffering  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

Classed  as  non-tuberculous 

Classed  as  “suspect” 

i Male  ... 
1 Female 

J Male  ... 

1 Female 
Male  .. 

/ Female 

33 

88 

2 

1 

106 

92 

2 

1 

, 139 

180 

Total...  1 

(Male  .. 
j Female  ! 

36 

95 

112  ' 
95  , 

148 

190 

Total 

131 

207  ; 

338 

* All  patients  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adults 


HOME  VISITING;  DISINFECTION;  COMPULSOEY 
TEEATMENT;  ETC. 

During  the  year  the  health  nurses  paid  233  first  visits  and  2,885 
revisits  to  the  homes  of  patients. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  or  removal  of 
patients  was  79. 


Tuherculosis 


19 


Sputum  flasks  are  jjrovirled  free  of  charge  to  jiatients. 

Tlie  eoinjmlsory  removal  to  hosjutal  ffor  a ]<eriod  not  exceeding 
d months)  of  a ja-rsoii  suffering  from  pulnionarv  tuher^-ulosis  in  an 
infectious  state,  {iiul  whose  condition  is  a danger  to  otlier  members  of 
the  house,  is  provided  for  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  19d6  (Sect.  17*2). 

The  power  to  prevent  a person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
respiratory  tract  from  entering  upon  any  employment  or  occupation 
in  connection  with  a dairy  which  would  involve  the  milking  of  cows, 
the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used  for  containing 
milk,  is  given  to  a Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Piegulations,  1925. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  use  of  the 
above  powers  in  Birkenhead. 


BIRKENHEAD  OKTHOIAEDK'  HOSPITAL  FOR  ('HILDREN 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there 
were  d9  j)atients  in  ila*  Hospital.  There  were  72  admissions  during 
the  year.  These  were  classified  as  follows:  — 


Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  6 

,,  abdominal  glands  or  peritoneum  5 

,,  cervical  and  other  glands  9 

,,  otlier  organs  G 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  40 


74  patients  were  dischai-ged  or  transfen-ed  to  other  institutions: 
no  deaths  occurred.  'Ihe  condition  on  discharge  may  be  summarised 
as  follows:^ 


Disease  quiescent  13 

Improved  9 

Found  after  observation  not  to  be  sutYering  from 

tuberculosis  47 

No  material  im])rovement  5 


There  were  37  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  duration  of  stay. — For  the  patients  discharged  during  the 
year  the  average  length  of  stay  in  the  sanatorium  was  27  weeks. 

Treatment. — Cod  liver  oil  has  now  been  displaced  by  one  of  the 
vitamin  A and  D preparations  with  equally  good  results.  The  adminis- 
tration of  drugs  is  kept  to  a minimum. 


CHESHIRE  JOINT  SANATORIUjM 
The  approved  accommodation  for  Birkenhead  cases  is  32  beds. 
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Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  32  Birkenhead 
patients  were  under  treatment.  During  the  year  46  ]3irkenhead  patients 
were  admitted,  44  were  discliarged,  and  2 died;  32  patients  remained 
under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Men 

Women 

1 Children 
(under  15) 

Total 

In  Sanatorium  January  1,  1938  

17 

13 

2 

i 32 

Admitted  during  year ... 

25 

20 

' 1 

46 

Discharged  or  left  Sanatorium  during  yeai' 

25 

IS 

1 

14 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

1 

1 

— 

2 

In  Sanatorium  December  31,  1938  ... 

IG 

u 

1 

2 ^ 

1 

1 

32 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification,  length  of  stay,  and 
result  of  treatment  of  the  cases  discharged  during  the  year:  — 


Cla.s.sification 
prior  to  ejitering 
Sanatorium  * 

Condition 

Dl'ratio.x  of  Stay 

I.M 

SaNATOKIL'M 

Totals 

on  di.scharge  from 
Sanatorium 

Under  3 
months 

3 to  e 
months 

6 to  12 
months 

Over 

1 year 

Group 

M 

' F 

M 

F 

>I 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Quie.scent 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

. 





2 

‘TT 

T.  B. 

Improved  ... 

No  material 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

minus 

improvement 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 



1 

1 

0 

5 

Died 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Quiescent  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 







’ 

T.  H. 

])lus 

Irnpi'oved  .... 

No  material 

; 1 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— ■ 

3 

1 

Group  I. 

improvement 

1 

i 

1 

— 

1 1 

Died 

i 

. 

_ 

— 

— 

1 - 

Quiescent 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 1 











T.  B. 
jtlus 

Improved... 

No  material  , 

— 

— 

— 

4 I 

1 

1 

^ i 

5 

3 

Group  II. 

improvement 

1 j 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

4 1 

3 

8 

Died 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

1 

Quiescent,.. 

- 

1 

T.  B. 

plus 

Improved... 

No  material 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

- i 

— 

— 

Group  III. 

improvement 

1 

1 

— 

— ' 

1 i 

— 

— 

— ’ 

1 

— 

Died 

1 

— 1 

1 

1 

1 

* Explanation  of  group  nomenclature:  Patient?  sufTering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  are  divided  irto  groups  which  may  briefly  he  defined  as  follows: — 
T.B.  minus  = cases  in  which  tuhcicle  bacilli  have  never  been  demonstrated  in 
the  sputum,  etc. 

T.B.  plus,  Group  1 = cases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  have  at  any  time  been 
demonstrated  with  slight  coi:stitutional  disturbance  and  where  the  physical 
signs  are  of  very  limited  extent. 

T.B.  plus.  Group  II  = all  cases  which  are  neither  slight  nor  advanced  and  which 
cannot  be  placed  in  Group  I.  or  III. 

T.B.  plus.  Group  III  = cases  with  profound  systemic  disturbance  or  constitutional 
deterioration,  marked  impairment  of  function,  either  local  or  general,  and 
with  little  or  no  prospect  of  recovery. 

It  should  be  noted  that  a patient  originally  in  Group  T.B.  minus  must  be 
transferred  to  Group  T.B.  plus  at  any  stage  in  the  course  of  treatment  if  and 
when  tubercle  bacilli  are  found,  while  on  the  other  hand  a patient  who  is 
once  placed  in  Group  T.B.  plus  can  never  be  transferred  to  Group  T.B.  minus. 

A full  explanation  of  the  Groups  will  be  found  in  Memorandum  57  T (R)  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  October,  1930. 

NOTE. — One  female  adult  and  one  male  adult  were  admitted  for  observation 
and  discharged  as  non-tuberoulous  after  tw’o  months’  and  one  month's 
treatment  respectively  in  Sanatorium. 


LEASOWE  HOSPITAL 

There  were  4 cases  in  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year ; 
no  new  cases  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  2 have  been 
discharged;  leaving  2 patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  December. 

The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  4 patients  under  treatment 


was  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  hip  3 

,,  peripheral  glands  1 


4 
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The  2 cases  discharged  were  as  follows:  — 


Tuberculosis  of  hij)  1 quiescent 

,,  jjerijjheral  glands  1 ,, 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  H female  adults  in  Leasowe 
Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  year;  1 new  case  (a  female)  was 
admitted  during  the  year,  and  all  the  cases  under  treatment  were 
discharged  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  four  cases  under  treatment 


was  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  elbow  1 

,,  hands  1 

,,  tibea  1 

,,  peripheral  glands  1 


All  the  cases  were  discharged  quiescent. 


BIEKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Dr.  Foster,  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer,  has  acted  as  Consultant 
Physician  (Tuberculosis)  to  the  Munici])al  Hos])ital  throughout  the 
year.  He  visits  the  bos])ital  regularly,  sees  j)atients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  advises  treatment,  etc. 

Details  of  the  methods  of  treatment  used  were  given  in  my  annual 
report  for  1933. 

A Continuation  Clinic  at  the  hospital  was  opened  during  1934,  and 
accommodation  is  provided  for  i)ersons  requiring  artificial  j^neumo- 
thorax  treatment. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. — During  1938,  1,036  refills 
were  given  by  Dr.  Foster,  including  19  primary  inductions.  This 
represents  a decrease  of  20  refills  over  those  given  during  1937,  and 
13  more  primary  inductions.  There  were  1,108  screenings  performed 
during  the  year. 

X-ray  examinations. — During  the  year  338  patients  were  sent  from 
the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  ^Municipal 
Hospital,  an  increase  of  35  over  the  number  X-rayed  during  1937. 


TABLE  T 1 

New  cases  notified  for  first  time  during  the  year 


Primary  Notifications 


Age  periods 

C-l 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-351  35-45 

1 

45-55!  55-65 

65 

and 

up 

1 Total 

Respiratory — Male  

4 

3 

8 

14 

1 

i 26 

i 14 

6 

1 107 

Female  

— 

— 

3 

2 

14 

11 

20 

8 

1 ^ 

! « 

— 

72 

N on  -respiratory — M ale  

— 

3 

7 

7 

1 

1 

4 

I _ 

— 

1 

— 

23 

Female  .. 

— 

1 

5 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

— 

j 

! 20 

Total  

— 

4 ! 

19 

18 

26 

25 

39 

|7r 



34 

20 

6 

222 

T'u}jerculosis 
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TABLE  T 2 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years 


- 

1929 

1930 

1931 

! 1932 

1933 

1934  19351 1936 

1937 

1938 

Deaths  from  tuberculo- 

sis  of  the  lungs — 

i 

! 1 

1 

Number  

164 

141 

144 

140 

140 

108  i 96  118 

110 

' 98 

Rate  per  1000 

1.04 

0.89 

0.97 

0.95  1 

0.93 : 

0.72  0.64  0.79 

0.76 

0.67 

A Male — 

1 

Numbei'  

90 

83 

83 

72  i 

86 

62  ' 68  : 63 

54 

62 

0.o8 

0..62 

0..6.6 

0.48 

0.57 

.0.41  0.45  0.43 

0.37 

,0.42 

11  Female — 

Number 

7 1 

.68 

61 

' 68 

54 

' 46  28  55 

56 

36 

Kate  

0.46 

0.36 

0.42 

0.46 

,0.36 

0.30  0.19  0.37 

0.38 

0.25 

Deaths  fj  om  other  forms 

of  tuberculosis — 

Numl)er  

39 

29 

36 

29 

22 

28  13  12 

16 

17 

Rate  per  1000 

0.24 

0.18 

0.24 

0.19 

,0.14 

0.18  0.09  0.08 

0.11 

0.11 

A Male  (all  agesj 

, i 

1 

' ■ ; 

Numbei'  

IS 

11 

17 

! 15  1 

1 10 

11  7 ‘ 6 

1 

15 

Kate  

0.11 

0.06 

o.n 

0.10 

i0.06 

0.07  0.05  ,0.04 

0.04 

0.10 

|1  Female  (all  ages) 

Number  

21 

18 

19 

14  i 

1 12 

17  6 6 

9 

2 

Kate  

0.13 

0.11 

0.13 

0.09 

0.08 

:0. 11  0.04  0.04 

0.06 

0.01 

G Children  (un.  5 yrs) 

1 

1 ' 

Number  

19 

8 

22 

6 

7 ! 

'8,2  1 

5 

5 

Kate  

0.12 

0.0.6 

0.14 

0.04  1 

0.04  1 

10.05  0.01  0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

Deaths  from  tuberculo- 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 ; ; 

sis  (all  forms)  — 

1 

' 

i 

Number  

203 

170 

180 

169 

16-2 

136  ' 109  1.30 

126 

115 

Rate  per  1000 

1.29 

1.07 

1.21 

1.14 

1.08 

0.90  ,0.73  0.88 

0.86 

0.79 

Rate  'per  1000 

0.96 

0.89 

0.89 

0.83 

0.82 

0.76  :0.72  'J.68 

0.69 

0.63 

England  tfc  lEalen 

i 1 

TABLE  T 3 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937 


Agc.s 

*New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

! F. 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 



— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 

4 

3 

9 

5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

10 

3 

2 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  

8 

16 

1 

4 

2 

5 

2 

— 

20 

14 

12 

1 

3 

7 

9 

1 

— 

25 

19 

22 

5 

1 

11 

6 

3 

— 

35  

23 

11 

1 

2 

10 

5 

1 

— 

45 

28 

8 



2 

15 

6 

— 

1 

55 

15 

6 

1 

— 

10 

4 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards 

6 

— 

— 

— . 

• 6 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

120 

SI 

32 

25 

62 

36 

15 

2 

* Includes  all  primary  notifications  and  also  all  other  new  cases  of  tuherculoeis 
which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 
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T uherculosis 


The  subjoined  graph  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  at  various  ages  who  were  notified  during  1938  : 

NUMBERS 


The  Gorkhill  Fund. — Under  the  will  of  the  late  ]\Ir.  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill,  of  Birkenhead,  a sum  of  money  was  provided  for  the  assistance 
of  persons  suffering  from  consumption.  Persons  applying  for  help  are 
examined  at  the  clinic,  where  appropriate  treatment  is  decided  upon. 


Venereal  diseases 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  has  been  during  recent  years  a fairly  steady  decline  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  syphilis  treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table ; the  number  of  gonorrhoea  cases 
remaining  more  or  less  stationary. 


NEW 

BIRKENHEAD 

CASES 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

1930  

86 

. ...  125 

1931  

105 

96 

1932  

76 

99 

1933  

67 

100 

1934  

68 

90 

1935  

54 

81 

1936  

53 

83 

1937  

38 

...  . 87 

1938  

34 

94 

ADMINISTEATIVE  ARHAXGEMEXTS 

The  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cases  (males  and  females)  of 
venereal  diseases  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General 
Hosjhtal  has  been  carried  on  during  the  year  by  Dr.  E.  Blackstock. 

Of  the  385  new  cases  dealt  with  at  the  clinic,  ‘207  were  residents 
of  Birkenhead,  49  were  from  Cheshire  County,  24  from  Wallasey,  20 
from  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  76  from  India  and  Burma, 
and  9 from  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  in-patient  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases  is  carried  out  at  the  IKrkenhead  ^Municipal  Hospital. 

At  the  special  clinic  for  children  held  at  No.  9,  Hamilton  Square, 
Dr.  Blackstock  has  also  been  in  attendance  during  the  year.  At  this 
clinic  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  was  21.  Two  of 
these  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  It 
should  be  noted  that  in  some  cases  children  attended  with  their 
mothers  at  the  General  Hospital  clinic.  The  attendances  numbered 
400  as  compared  with  552. 

GENERAL  NOTES 

Cases  dealt  with. — (a)  General  Hospital  clinic. — During  the 
year  738  persons,  comprising  553  males  and  185  females,  were  dealt 
with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients. 

This  represents  a decrease  of  24  males  and  a decrease  of  33  females 
as  compared  with  the  respective  numbers  for  1937. 

The  total  attendances  of  out-patients  was  10,784,  2,923  being  in 
respect  of  non-Birkenhead  residents.  The  number  of  in-patient  days 
was  288. 

New  patients  numbered  305  males  and  80  females;  of  these,  178 
were  non-residents  of  Birkenhead.  As  is  usual  in  seaports,  sailors  of 
many  nationalities  were  treated  at  the  clinic.  Natives  of  China, 
Norway,  Spain,  Sweden,  Finland,  India  and  Burma  attended  during 

the  year. 
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(b)  Hamilton  Square  clinic. — During  the  year  55  children  (30 
males  and  25  females)  were  dealt  with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients, 
the  total  attendances  made  being  400. 

The  new  cases  seen  numbered  21,  and  were  diagnosed  as  follows: 


Syphilis  2 

No  venereal  disease  19 


Bacteriological  work. — (a)  967  smears  were  examined  at  the 

municipal  laboratory  for  the  presence  of  gonococci,  and  7 specimens 
for  the  detection  of  treponena  jjallida  were  examined  at  the  municipal 
clinic  at  the  General  Hospital. 

Lumbar  puncture  was  performed  on  15  ])atients  and  30  specimens 
of  the  fluid  obtained  were  sent  to  the  Liverpool  University  for 
examination. 

(b)  At  the  University  of  Liverpool  1,493  sjjecimens  were  examined 
for  the  Wasserman  reaction,  570  of  these  being  sent  from  the  municipal 
clinic  at  the  General  Hospital,  62  from  the  Hamilton  Square  clinic,  and 
861  from  private  medical  practitioners  and  hospitals  in  the  area  ; and 
155  serum  tests  for  gonorrhoea  were  also  carried  out. 

Issue  of  arsenobenzene  compounds. — Arsenobenzene  compounds 
were  issued  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  treatment  centres  at  the  General 
Hospital  and  at  No.  9,  Hamilton  Square; 
to  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Birkenhead  [Municipal 
Hospital; 

to  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin  Department,  Birkenhead  General 
Hospital ; 

and  to  1 approved  general  medical  practitioner. 


Venereal  diseases 
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TABLE  V 1 


iStaletiieiit  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during  the  year, 
classified  according  to  the  diseases  dealt  with 


UonUition.' 

SynhiliH 

.Soft  choncre  i 

CionorrfHJia 

otlier 

than 

ToUtls 

1 

venereal 

.M.  F. 

M 

i'. 

.M.  1 

F. 

.M. 

F 

-M. 

F-  ; 

T’l. 

1.  Nuin])er  of  cases  on  1st  January; 

1 

( 

under  treatment  c)r  ohservation 

91 

.66  1 

6 1 



104 

29 

1 

8 

202 

93 

295 

2.  Number  of  cases  removed  from 

1 

1 

the  register  during  aiiy  pre- 

1 

1 

vious  year  wliieli  returned; 

i 

j 

! 

during  the  year  under  rej)ort' 

1 

I 

for  treatment  or  ol)servation  of 

tiie  same  infection 

16 

7 





4 

3 





23  t 

10 

33 

3.  Numl)er  of  cases  dealt  with  foi' 

1 

the  first  time  dining  the  year 

1 

under  repoi't  (exclusive  of  cases 

1 

under  Item  4)  suffering  from — 

1 

Sy})hilis,  primary  

12 

2 

— 

— , 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

2 

14 

,,  secondary 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

3 

5 

,,  latent  in  1st  year  of 

1 

infection  





_ 1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 







,,  all  later  stages 

31 

12 



1 

— 

— 





31 

12 

43 

,,  congenital  

5 

4 

— 

- 1 

— 

— 



— 

5 

4 

9 

Soft  cliancre  



— 

10 

— 

— 

— 



— 

10 

— 

10 

Gonorrhma,  1st  year  of  in- 

fection 



— 



— 

114 

21 



— 

114 

21 

135 

, , later  



— 

— 

— 1 

30 

o 



— 

30 

2 

32 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 











— 

101 

36 

101 

36 

137 

4.  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 

1 

the  first  time  during  the  year 

1 

under  report  known  to  have 

j i 

received  treatment  for  the 

same  infection,  or  to  have 

j i 

1 

been  under  observation  at 

I 

other  centres 

6 

3 

— 

* 13 

1 

1 

1 

— 

23 

2 

25 

Total  of  Items  1,  2,  3 and  4 ... 

163 

85 

19 

— 

268 

56 

: 103 

< 44 

553 

185 

738 

5,  Number  of  cases  discharged  after 

1 

1 

1 

completion  of  treatment  and 

1 

1 

1 

final  tests  of  cure  or  after 

diagnosis  as  non-venereal... 

4 

1 

7 

— 

38 

4 

i 77 

30 

126 

35 

161 

6,  Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to 

i 

attend  before  completion  of 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

treatment  and  were,  on  first 

attendance,  suffering  from: — 

Syphilis,  primary  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

3 

spf>r>iifln.i’y 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

,,  latent  in  Ist  year 

1 

of  infection 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

; 1 

1 

,,  all  later  stages  ... 

17 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 17 

12 

29 

,,  congenital  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 2 

2 

4 

Soft  chancre  

— 

! 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

Gonorrhoea,  Isty  ear  ofin  fection 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

44 

30 

— 



44 

' 30 

74 

,,  later 

— 

— 

— 

13 

2 

— 

— 

13 

2 

15 

7,  Number  of  oases  which  ceased  tc 

> 

attend  after  completion  ol 

r 

treatment  but  before  final 

1 

tests  of  cure  

4 

1 1 

— 

26 

1 

— 



30 

2 

! 32 

8.  Number  of  cases  transferred  tc 

) 

1 

! 

other  centres  or  to  institutions. 

1 

or  to  care  of  private  practioneri 

5 45 

2 

7 

— 

61 

3 

21 

7 

134 

12 

146 

9.  N umber  of  cases  remaining  undei 

treatment  or  observation  or 

1 

31st  December  

88 

65 

4 

— 

86 

16 

5 

7 

183 

88 

,271 

Total  of  Items  5,  6,  7,  8 and  £ 

> 163 

85 

19 



268 

56 

103 

44 

553 

185 

738 

(These  totals  should  agree  witi 

i 

1 

■ 

— 

those  of  Items  1,  2,  3 and  4) 
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TABLE  V 1 — (continued) 


10.  Number  of  cases  in  the  following 
stages  of  sy[)hilis  included  in 
Item  6 which  failed  to  com- 
plete one  course  of  treatment — 

Syi)hilis,  primary  

,,  secondary  

,,  latent  in  1st  year 

of  infection 

, , all  later  stages  . . 

,,  congenital  

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

■ Conorrhcea 

' Conditions  i 

other  than  | 
venereal 

Totals 

M. 

V. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

j l”ls. 

2 

1 

.c  c,  1 II  1 

— 

— 

Ill  II  1 

Ill  II 

1 1 1 II  1 

II  Ml 

2 

1 

5 

2 

j 

1 

1 7 

1 ^ 

1 

11.  Number  of  attendances — 

1 

i 

j 

1 

1 

1 

(«)  For  individual  attention  of 

! 197 

1327 

1287 

52 



1336 

1 315 

1 292 

3007 

il799 

480 

(6)  For  intermediate  treatment, 

e.g.  irrigation,  dressing  ... 

19 

16 

13 

— 

4866  j 

661 

87 

: 316 

4985 

993 

1 1 

5978 

Total  attendances... 

1346 

1303 

65 

- 

6202  ' 

976 

379 

1 

7992 

1 

l2792| 

10784 

12.  In-patients — 

! 

I 

1 

1 

{a)  Total  nmnber  of  persons 

admitted  for  t r e a t m e n t 

during  the  year  

2 

1 1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

(&)  Aggregate  nunil)er  of  “in- 

1 

patient  days  of  treatment 

1 

given 

123 

1 , 

— 

— 

36  j 

136 

— 

159 

137  1 

296 

3.  Number  of  cases  of  congenital 
syphilis  in  item  3 above  class- 
ified according  to  age  periods  | 

Under 

1 year 

1 aiid 

under  5 
years 

5 and 

under  15 
years 

15  years 
and*  over  1 

1 Totals 

I 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

.M. 

F. 

j M. 

F 

— 

— 

J 

- 

1 

5 

3 

1 

5 

1 

4 

Venereal  diseases 
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Arsenical 

( 

1 

Approved 

Ar.senobenzene 

Compounds 

Others 

j Mercurj- 

Bi-muth 

Names  of  chief 
prej)aratioiis 
used  in  the-' 
treatment  of 
syphilis  ...{ 

Novai- 

senobillon 

Kharsulphan 

Tiyparsamide 

Acetylarsan 

— 

liisoxyl 

Quinostab 

Total  number  of 
injections  given 
(out  - patients 
and  in-patients) 

842 

701  1 

j 

1 

1769 

Microscopical 

Cultural 

Serum 

, Cerebral 

(Uliers  for 
Diapnosis 

For 

Syphilis 

For 

Oonorrlue.i 

f(»r 

( Joiiorrlnea 

1-or  1 

Syphilis 

1 

For 

(Joiiorrlio-A 

' Spinal 
Fluid 

of 

Venereal 

Idsease 

15.— 

Pathological  Work  : 
(a)  Number  of  speci- 
mens examined 
at,  and  by  the 
Medical  Ollicer 
of,  the  Treatment 
Centre  

7 

967 

i 

1 

(b)  Number  of 
specimens  from 
})atieuts  attend- 
ing at  the  Treat- 
ment Centre  sent 
for  examination 
to  an  approved 
laboratory 

570 

155 

12 

statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during 

the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided 
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A.  Numbei'  of  persons  from  each  area 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  at  or 
in  connection  with  the  out-patient 
cXmiQ  for  the  JirsfAime,  and  found 
to  he  suffering  from — 

Syphilis  

Soft  chancre 

Gonorrhcea  

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

Total 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  of 

all  patients  residing  in  each 
area  

C.  Ag-gregate  numbei  of  “in-patient 

days  ” of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area  
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INFECTIOUS  OISEASES  WHICH  AKK  NOTIITAJiLK 

The  infectious  diseases  \^hich  fin  addition  to  t iber" 
alreafly  dealt  with)  were  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  at  any  time  during  the  past  year  are  set  out  in  Tables  I 1 
and  I 2 below. 


TABLE  I 1 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  : 

showing  seasonal  incidence 


Disease 

Jan. 

j Feb. 

Mar. 

1 

: Apl. 

.May 

.June 

July 

A ug. 

.Sept. 

Oct. 

1 

Nov.  Dckt. 

T'.tal 

Smallpox  

Scai'let  fever  

71 

42 

66 

39 

50 

24 

16 

17 

23 

33 

4l  57 

4S2 

Diplitheria  and  memlna 

nous  crouj) 

66 

' 61 

41 

28 

40 

22 

10 

25 

2S 

37 

29  33 

420 

Krysipelas  

6 

7 

3 

8 

7 

5 

6 

7 

5 

7 8 

76 

Typhus  fever 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 



2 1 

/ 

Continued  fever 

i — 

Relapsing  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Cerehro-spinal  meningitis 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

3 

— 

- 4 

16 

Encejdialitis  lethaigica 

•) 

2 

[^olio-ence])halitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (acute)  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ — 

2 

Puerperal  ])yrexia 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

1 

1 

21 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 — 

. — 

1 

, — 

— 

— 

4 

r^l»nlprji 

Pneumonia 

37 

16 

27 

23 

8 

■ 22 

7 

4 

11 

13 

a. 

lO 

?,•< 

229 

IVl  pin 

Dysentery  

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

'total  s 

184 

jl34 

143 

100 

109 

81 

44 

.K  1 

76 

89 

116  128 

1262 
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TABLE  I 2 


Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1938  : 

sliowing  ages 


Disease 

iii)d 

1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yr.s. 

4-5 

yr.s. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

'l5-20 

yrs. 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

45-65 

yrs. 

Go 

yrs. 

up 

I'J'otal 

Smallpox  

-- 

1 - 

Scarlet  fever  

Di})htheria  and  membra- 

— 

9 

27 

31 

26 

222 

93 

32 

30 

9 

2 

i 1 

1 

482 

nous  crou[)  

6 

20 

34 

28 

34 

156 

60 

32 

36 

9 

5 

— 

1 420 

Erysipelas  

I’ypliiis  fever 

3 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

r, 

3 

2 

11 

14 

30 

8 

76 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Typhoid  fever  

hi  n Pm  tV^vPi* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i ‘ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

7 

V./'Ull  Uili  Uv?Cl  IL/VCI,.. 

Relapsing  fever  



— 

— 



— 

— 

1 - 

_ 

— 

, — 



— 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 ^ 

1 

2 

2 

1 

16 

(acute) 

1 1 

1 

i - ! 

1 

' 2 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

Poliomyelitis  (acute)..  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

i 

j 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

- 

17 

4 

’ — 

— 

21 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

nil  nl  pvfi 

4 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

IvTfi  1 ria 

30 

24 

18 

13 

15 

20 

10 

9 

19 

1 

17  ! 

34  1 

1 

20 

229 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals  

46 

54 

80  1 

irl 

75 

407 

171  1 

78 

116 

57 

72 

29 

1262 

Case-rates  of  certain  diseases. — The  case-rates  of  certain  diseases 
for  Birkenhead,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  per  1, ()()()  living,  are  set 
out  below:  — 

Case-rate  per  l.ofK)  living 


Smallpox  

Birkenliead  England  and  Wales 
— ().()() 

Scarlet  fever  .. 

3.38 

2.41 

Diphtheria 

2.90 

1.58 

Enteric  fever 

0.04 

0.03 

Erysipelas  

0.52 

0.40 

Pneumonia 

1.51 

1.10 

Cerebro-spinal  fever.- 

-16  cases  were  notifiecl  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. — No  cases 

of  smallpox  were  notified 

in  Birkenhead 

during  the  year. 
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DISINFECTION 


33 


Books. — 417  JTiblic  Library  books  were  collected  from  infected 
houses  and  disinfected. 

Dwellings. — 807  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  disinfected  during: 
the  year. 

Bedding  and  clothes. — Infected  bedding  and  clothes  were  collected 
from  779  dwellings  and  disinfected.  In  25  further  cases  infected  or 
discarded  bedding  and  clothes  were  destroyed. 

Visits  and  revisits  paid  to  houses,  etc.,  by  the  Infectious  Diseases 

Inspector. — 2,250  visits  and  revisits  to  property  were  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases  (including 
tuberculosis) . 


VACCINATION 

Public  vaccination. — Information  relative  to  the  number  of 
persons  successfully  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  at  the  cost  of  the 
rates  by  the  Public  Vacciiiators  and  by  the  ^ledical  Superintendent  of 
the  Birkenhead  Municiy^al  Ifos]dtal  and  Public  Assistance  Institution 
during  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1938,  is  given  below:  — 


Name  of  District 

Name  of  Medical  Officer 
or  Public  Vaccinator 

No.  of  successful  primary 
vaccinations  of  persons  : — 

, No.  of  .succe.ss- 

ful  re-vaccina- 
1 lions,  /.r  , of 
persons  who  had 

Under 

1 year  of 
age 

1 year 
and 

iiliwiirds 

ToUll 

lH.*en  success- 
fully \accinated 
at  some 
previous  time 

Birkenhead  North 

Dr.  H.  C.  Pierce 

1 

565 

1 

5 

r.7o 

j 

2 

Birkenhead  South 

Dr.  it.  W.  L.  Pearson  ... 

■160 

1 

461 

lo 

i 

Birkenhead 
Munieii)al 
Hospital  and 
Institution  

Dr.  11.  A.  Grant 

1 

1 ^ 

2 

! 

1 

Totals  .. 

1026 

7 

1033 

17 
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The  following  is  tlie  latest  eonijjleted  iiifoniiation  relative  to 
vaccination  in  the  Iforongh  and  relates  to  (diildren  whose  hirths  wert' 
registered  from  1st  January  to  31st  Dec-eniher,  1937,  iuchisi\e,  viz.;  — 


[ liirkentieafl 
Soutti 

Jiirkenhea*! 
Nortli  1 

1 

Wliole 

lioroufifi 

No.  of  births  

1.271 

1 

1,363 

2.634 

Successfully  vaccinated  

671 

660  I 

1.331 

Insusceptil'le  of  vaccination  

4 i 

4 

8 

Had  sinall])ox 







Number  in  respect  of  wlioni  statutory  de- 
claiations  of  conscientious  objection  have 
been  received  . 

414 

434 

848 

Died  unvaccinated  

74 

74 

148 

Post})onem(’iits,  removals,  or  cases  not 
found,  et2 

99 

a. 

iO 

168 

Total  No.  of  certifnaites  and  co]»ies  of  cer- 
tificates of  successful  ])rimary  vaccination 
of  childn-n  undei-  14  received  during  the 
calendar  year  1938  

i 797. 

i 

714 

1,.^.09 

No.  of  statutory  declarations  of  consciiMi- 
tious  objection  actually  received  b}’  the 
Vaccination  Officers  irresjiective  of  the 
dates  of  birth  of  the  children  to  wliich 
they  relate  during  the  calendar  veai' 
1938  

! 

413 

404 

817 

No.  of  cases  succes.sfully  vaccinated  after 
the  declaration  of  conscientious  objection 
had  been  made  

1 - 

1 

No.  of  co})ies  of  certificates  of  successful 
primary  vaccination  sent  to  Vaccination 
Ofiicers  of  other  districts  during  1938... 

22 

i 

1 

! 41 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No 

primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations  w(‘re  performc'd  hy  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


ISSUE  OF  DIFHTHEIHA  ANTITOXIN 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (outside  London)  Order,  1910,  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin was  issued  to  23  medical  practitioners,  in  respect  of  36  patients; 
a total  of  416,000  units  was  given  out. 

Supplies  of  antitoxin  were  available  to  doctors  not  only  at  9, 
Hamilton  Square  and  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  but,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Watch  Committee,  at  the  various  police  and  tire  stations 
in  the  Borough. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

(a)  Children  attending  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Since  1926  facilities  have  been  offered  to  the  mothers  attending 
the  infant  welfare  clinics  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1938  are  set  out  below. 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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(b)  Children  attending  schools  in  the  Borough 

During  tliei  year  a new  scheme  for  the  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  of  children  attending  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
wos  put  into  operation. 

The  scheme,  which  was  approved  hy  the  Health  Committee,  pro- 
vided for  the  ]>articipation  of  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough. 
Pamphlets  stressing  the  value  of  imniunisation  were  distributed 
through  the  schools  during  the  early  months  of  the  year:  these  had 
slips  attached  (returnable  to  the  Medical  Officer)  asking  for  further 
particulars  of  the  scheme.  On  receipt  of  a slipj  a form  was  sent  to 
the  parent  asking  him  to  consult  his  family  doctor,  who  then  arranged 
either  to  carry  ouc  the  immunisation  himself  (the  material  being  sup- 
plied to  him)  or  to  refer  the  child  to  the  Medical  Officer  for  free  treat- 
ment, which  was  made  available  at  the  clinics.  Fourteen  si^ecial  clinie 
sessions  were  held  for  this  purpose,  seven  medical  lu’actitioners  being 
in  attendance. 

The  response  to  the  scheme  was  not  as  good  as  had  been  expected. 
This  may  have  been  due  to  the  fact  that  during  1935  there  were  over 
5,000  children  imunised;  it  is  possible  that  the  majority  of  interested 
parents  had  their  children  protected  in  that  year. 

In  addition  to  the  special  clinics  which  were  held,  ordinary  school 
clinics  dealt  with  123  cases. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given  below, 
(c)  Staff,  patients,  etc.,  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 

The  iujmunisation  of  members  of  the  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  of  patients  admitted  suffering  from  diseases  other  than  dij'htheria, 
has  been  continued.  In  addition,  other  children  (e.g.,  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  ])atients)  have  been  immunised  at  the  request  of  parents. 
This  work  has  been  continued  in  addition  to  that  carried  out  at  the 
school  and  child  welfare  clinics. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  set  out  below. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPPTTHIHHA 


Table  showing  work  carried  out  during  the  year 


Place  where  immunisation  was  carried  out 

1 Oases 

j not  completetl 

j Completetl 

1 cases 

North  Health  (Jlinic 

I 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  (Minie 

1 2 

i 12 

(h)  1.  Special  Clinic  Sessions 

— 

1 41*0 

2.  School  Clinic 

! 

53 

South  Health  Clinic 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  

5 ' 

40 

(b)  1.  Special  Clinic  Sessions  

— 1 

367 

2.  School  Clinic  

25 

70 

Hamilton  Square  Clinic 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  

- 

17 

Mount  Grove  Clinic 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  

— 

2S 

Private  practitioners  in  their  own  surgeries 

200 

Hospitals 

1 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  

1 

221 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital 

i 

25 

Totals 

41 

1 1532 
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HOME  NURSING 

The  arrangement  miacle  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Birken- 
head District  Nursing  Society,  dating  from  1st  duly,  IbB),  ])rovides  for 
the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  influenza  and  pneumonia.  J)uring  tlie  year 
1938  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  1,588  visits  in  respect  of  100  casei?. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSITTAL 

Cases  treated  during  1938. — At  the  beginning  of  tlie  year  there 
were  100  patients  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hosjjital. 

During  the  year  there  were  738  ]>atients  admitted  to  the  wards, 
so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  during  1938  was  838.  The 
total  number  of  in-patient  days  was  *22,841. 

There  were  748  discharges  and  18  deaths  during  the  year;  leaving 
72  patients  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  1938. 

An  analysis  of  the  cases  admitted  is  given  below:  — 


TABLE  I 3 


Patients  sent  in 

In  hospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

Admitted 

Died 

Discharged 

Remaining 
in  hospital  at 

1 end  of  year 

as  suffering  from 

during  year 

during  year 

«luring  year 

Scarlet  fever  

8 

128 

1 

120 

i 

15 

F. 

15 

171 

1 

163 

22 

Diphtheria 

. M. 

36 

196 

5 

215 

12 

F. 

39 

207 

i 6 

220 

20 

Enteric  fever 

1 

4 

1 

4 

F. 

2 

1 

: 1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

. .M. 

1 

7 

2 

6 

3 

F. 

5 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

1 

F. 

5 

5 

Measles  

1 

1 

F. 

2 

2 

Whooping  congh 

..M. 

F. 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  

2 

2 

F. 

5 

5 

Totals  . 

100 

738 

18 

748 

72 
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Diphtheria. — 'Die  tyj^e  of  dij^litheria  was  u oder- tely  -e.ere 
tliroiigliout  the  year,  d'lie  value  of  iiuruunisation  has  been  strikin-h' 
denionstratefl  — tlie  j^ereentage  of  previously  iiiiiniinised  patient^ 
admitted  with  true  diphtheria  was  fractional. 

Of  403  cases  admitted  to  the  dijditheria  wards,  ’JIO  were  finally 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  rlijditheria. 

Of  the  remainder,  54  were  “ carriers  ” and  13(;  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  diseases  other  than  diphtheria  or  from  no  disease.  Tl  e 
corrected  rliagnoses  of  these  cases  were  as  follows:  Tonsillitis  ('»0  , 
laryngitis  (7),  ]>neumonia  (Oj,  rhinitis  (8),  measles  (1  , searlet  fever 
(5),  and  no  disease  (Oj . 

d’here  were  H deaths  ascribed  to  diphtheria.  The  mortality 
calculated  on  actual  clinical  cases  (including  those  in  hospital  ; t the 
beginning  of  the  yearj  was  2.72  per  cent. 

Of  the  cases  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria,  three, 
suffering  from  j^neumonia,  died. 

Of  the  8 cases  dying  of  diphtheria,  2 died  within  24  hours  of 
admission. 

28  cases  were  admitted  suffering  from  laryngeal  obstruction.  Of 
these  4 died.  The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed  in  8 of 
these  cases. 

Duration  of  illness  before  admission  to  hosjJital . — The  average 
duration  of  illness  before  admission  was  8 days. 


Days  in  hospital . — The  length  of  stay  in  days  *ff  cases  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  diphtheria  who  were  discharged  iluring  the  year  is 
hidicated  below:  — 


Under  10 

10-15 

lii-20 

21-25 

2C-30 

31 

36-40 

41-00 

61-80  ! 81-100 

Over  100 

5 

3 

6 

10 

29 

46 

39 

56 

17  : 6 

2 

The  average  length  of  stay  was  88.8  days. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year 
as  suffering  from  diphtheria:  — 


Age-period  in  years 

0-1 

yr.s. 

1+ 

yrs. 

2 + 

yrs. 

3-i- 

yrs. 

4-h 

yrs. 

5-0 

1 yrs. 

10-14,15-19 
yrs.  1 yrs. 

l^o- Jao-sol  40-f 

1 yrs  : yrs.  1 yrs. 

Totals 

Recovered  or  still  in 

M. 

2 

14 

16 

14 

21 

77 

IS  I 15 

8:5 

2 

192 

Hospital 

F. 

8 

6 

14 

9 

13 

69 

37  17 

19  7 

/ 

201 

Died  

■ M. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

F. 

i 

2 

1 

2 ! 

j 

6 

Totals  ... 

6 

21 

31 

25 

35 

14S 

57  1 32 

27  12 

9 

403 
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Scarlet  fever. — There  was  no  alteration  in  the  type  of  scarlet  fever 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year;  the  disease  being  mild  in 
character.  1 death  occurred  from  the  disease  in  the  hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  299  cases  admitted  to  the  hos])ital 
notified  as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
in  286  cases.  The  addition  of  5 cases  erroneously  diagnosed  as  suffering 
from  diphtheria  brings  the  total  to  291. 

The  corrected  diagnoses  in  the  18  mis-diagnosed  cases  were  as 
follows:  Tonsillitis  (8),  erythema  (1),  rhinitis  (2),  measles  (1), 

cellulitis  (1),  chicken-pox  (1)  , influenza  (1),  aseptic  ra.sli  (1)  and  no 
disease  (2). 

There  was  1 death  from  scarlet  fever,  the  case  mortality  being  0.82 
per  cent. 

The  following  are  the  ])rincipal  conii)lications  which  were  noted:  — 


Late  adenitis  15  cases  or  4.4  ])er  cent. 

Arthritis  8 ,,  2.8  ,, 

Otorrhoea  21  ,,  6.6 

Tonsillitis  2 ,,  0.6  ,, 

Ehinitis  7 ,,  2.2 

Nephritis  5 ,,  1.6 

Mastoid  4 ,,  1.8  ,, 


Days  in  hospital. — The  length  of  stay  in  da^^s  of  cases  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  who  were  discharged  during  the  year  is 
indicated  below:  — 


6-10 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

26-30 

31-35 

36-40 

41-50 

61-60 

61-80 

Over  80 

1 

3 

31 

123 

52 

27 

21 

18 

5 

5 

1 

The  average  length  of  stay  was  80.2  days. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year 
as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever:  — 


Age-period  in  years 

0-1 

yrs. 

H- 

yrs. 

2 + 
yrs. 

3-f 

yrs. 

4-1- 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-19 1 20-29 
yrs.  1 yrs. 

36-39 

yrs. 

40+ 

: yrs. 

Totals 

Recovered  or  still  in  M. 

4 

7 

13 

5 

66 

18 

8 

3 

2 

! 1 

127 

Hospital  F. 

4 

6 

8 

11 

63 

1 

20 

10 

3 

4 

170 

Died  M. 

1 

1 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  .. 

8 

14 

21 

16 

129 

60 

28 

13 

5 

5 

299 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  restricting  the  administration  of 
antitoxin  serum  to  severe  and  complicated  cases  has  been  continued. 


Other  infectifjus  diseases 
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Measles. — 3 cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  in  all  the  cases,  and  all  were  discharged  cured. 


Erysipelas. — There  were  7 cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified 
as  suffering  from  erysipelas.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  4 of  the 
cases,  1 of  whom  died.  Of  the  other  cases,  1 suffered  from  sunburn, 
1 from  eczema  and  1 from  insect  bite. 

Enteric  fever. — The  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever  was  confirmed  in  3 
cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease. 

The  infecting  organism  in  each  case  was  ])aratyphosus  B. 

Other  diseases  and  conditions. — W hooping  cou(jh- — One  patient 
was  admitted  to  the  wards  as  suffering  from  whooping  cough,  the 
diagnosis  being  confirmed. 

Ccrehro- spinal  inevii gitis- — 12  cases  were  admitted  as  suffering 
from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  Of  tliese  10  were  finally  diagnosed  as 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  the  others  as  constipation.  3 of  the  cerebro- 
Sfjinal  meningitis  patients  died. 

Chicken-pox. — 3 cases  were  admitted  and  discharged. 

Mumps. — 2 cases  were  admitted  and  discharged. 

Influenza. — 1 case  was  admitted  and  discharged. 

Constipation. — A case  which  was  admitted  as  one  of  poliomyelitis 
proved  to  be  suffering  from  constipation. 

Hospital  accommodation. — The  lack  of  adequate  cubicde  accom- 
modation at  the  hospital  imposed  an  undue  strain  uj)on  the  medical  and 
nursing  staff.  Building  of  an  additional  cubicle  })avilion  was  begun 
during  the  year. 


Staff. — Throughout  the  year  Dr.  11.  Sandilands  acted  as  Besident 
Medical  Officer,  and  was  in  full  clinical  charge  of  all  patients.  The 
general  health  of  the  staff  was  satisfactory.  Tests  for  susceptibility  to 
scarlet  fever  were  unnecessary,  as  all  newcomers  to  the  staff  had 
already  had  the  disease. 

Training  of  nurses. — Courses  of  instruction  for  the  examinations 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  have  been  maintained  continuously 
throughout  the  year.  4 nurses  presented  themselves  for  the  tinal 
examination  in  1938,  3 of  them  passing.  3 nurses  sat  for  the  pre- 
liminary examination,  all  of  them  passing. 

E.  P.  Smith  memorial  fund. — No  patients  received  assistance  from 
this  fund  during  the  year. 
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CANCER 

The  Minister  of  Health  requests  that  a detailed  statement  sliould 
be  furnished  as  to  the  facilities  available  in,  or  for,  the  area  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer,  together  with  the  deaths  from 
cancer  shown  by  age  distribution. 

Leaflets  stressing  the  importance  of  securing  early  treatment  are 
distributed  from  time  to  time  at  the  various  clinics  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

By  arangement  with  the  departments  concerned,  all  Corporation 
employees  whose  work  brings  them  constantly  into  close  contact  with 
ftar  or  certain  of  its  derivatives  are  examined  quarterly  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  with  the  object  of  securing  early  treatment  of 
epitheliomatous  cancer  should  be  diagnosed. 

Patients  suffering  from  cancer  are  admitted  to  the  liirkenhead 
Municipal  Hospital,  Church  Koad,  Birkenhead.  Operative  facilities 
are  provided,  but  there  are  no  facilities  for  deep  X-Ilay  therapy  or  for 
treatment  by  radium. 

There  is  no  out-i)atient  department  at  the  hospital,  but  there  is  a 
Continuation  Clinic  which  is  used  for  “ follow  up  ” cases. 

No  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council,  under  a sj)ecific 
agreement  or  otherwise,  for  treatment  at  other  hos])itals  of  cancer 
patients  for  whom  adequate  treatment  facilities  are  not  available  in 
the  Municipal  Hosi)ital.  Suitable  cases  for  X-radiation  and  radium 
are,  however,  referred  through  their  own  medical  practitioners  to  the 
Eadium  Institute,  Liverpool. 

Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  Birkenhead  residents  dealt 
with  in  the  Municipal  Hospital  during  the  year:  — 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  Birkenhead  residents  during 
the  year,  classified  according  to  age  and  sites  of  the  disease,  is  shown 
below:  — 


Cancer 
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Tlie  following  table  shows  the  cancer  death-rate  in  Birkenhead 
since  10‘21  as  compared  with  the  country  generally:  — 


Year 

jup^kenukad 

KNULANU  AM.  WAJ.K.' 

Population 

Number  of  ileatli.s 
from  cancer  in 
Jiirkenheafl 

Pate  per  100,000 
population 

lir'ire  per 

population 

1921 

147,800 

186 

125 

121 

1922 

149,200 

172 

115 

123 

1923 

151,400 

179 

118 

127 

1924 

154,100 

1 179 

116 

1.30 

1920 

155,500 

1 199 

129 

133 

1926 

158,000 

204 

129 

136 

1927 

158,500 

206 

130 

137 

1928 

159,200 

229 

145 

142 

1929 

157,600 

214 

136 

143 

1930 

157,600 

228 

144 

145 

1931 

148,500 

206 

138 

148 

1932 

147.700 

197 

133 

151 

1933 

151,060 

208 

138 

153 

1934 

150,100 

235 

156 

! 156 

1935 

149,400 

235 

157 

1 158 

1936 

148,000 

241 

163 

i 162 

1937 

145,500 

252 

173 

163 

1938 

144.400 

238  ; 

165 

t 166 

This  table  shows  a generally  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  recorded  annually  as  due  to  cancer.  While  this  increase  is  prob- 
ably associated  with  some  increase  in  the  cancer  risk  at  all  ages,  it  must 
be  remembered  firstly  that  many  cases  of  the  disease  which  in  earlier 
years  went  unrecognised  are  now  recorded  as  a result  of  improved 
methods  of  diagnosis;  and  secondly  that  a larger  ja'oiiortion  of  }>eo}>le 
are  now  living  into  the  later  age-i)eriods — that  is,  into  the  age-periods 
where  cancer  is  more  prevalent. 

Many  types  of  cancer  are  now  much  more  curable  than  formerly, 
provided  treatment  is  applied  early.  The  importance  of  obtaining 
medical  advice  as  soon  as  any  doubtful  symi)toms  occur  cannot  be 
overstressed. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS 

Dr.  J.  Morrison  Ritchie  has  been  in  charge  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory  throughout  tlie  year.  The  staff  con.sists 
of  Dr.  Ritchie  as  Bacteriologist,  two  (one  senior  and  one  junior) 
laboratory  assistants,  and  one  clerk. 

The  work  carried  out  for  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hosjatal, 
Birkenhead  Grtho]){t(lic  Hosiatal,  and  Ihrkenliead  Municipal  Hospital 
includes  general  bacteriological,  pathological  and  biochemical  examina- 
tions; ward  visits;  lectures  to  nurses;  and  consultations  with 
medical  staff. 

The  bacteriological  suijervision  of  the  Borough  water  supplies  is 
carried  out  at  the  laboratory.  Food  poisoning  outbreaks  are  investigated. 
Clinical  material  from  suspected  cases  of  enteric,  tuberculosis,  typhus, 
anthrax,  diphtheria,  etc-,  is  examined.  The  milk  su]jply  of  the  Borough 
is  kept  under  careful  observation. 

In  addition  to  the  exanunations  carried  out  for  the  County  Borough 
of  Birkenhead,  the  work  of  the  Laboratory  now  includes  the 
bacteriology,  biochemistry,  and  pathology  for  Clatterbridge  (County) 
General  Hospital  and  Leasowe  Open-Air  Hospital,  and  the  bacterio- 
logical examinations  for  the  Bebington  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  AT  THE  LABORATORY 

Examination  of  Clinical  Material. — The  nature  and  number  of 
examinations  of  clinical  material  made  at  the  municipal  laboratory 
during  1938  are  shown  in  the  following  table:  — 


Examination  Total 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis  (663  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3086 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtheria  (718  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6112 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests  (19  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Blood  tests  (Widal)  against  enterica  group,  etc.  (23  positive)...  132 

Urine  for  B.  typhosus  1 

Faeces  for  B.  typhosus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smears  for  gonococci  (327  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1006 

General  examinations  (1)  Bacteriology  ...  ...  ...  ...  6138 

(2)  Biochemistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  2298 

(3)  Pathology  2538 

Vaccines  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts  of 215 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  (29  positive)  ...  ...  ...  209 

Milk  (special  examinations)  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Water 


Total 21969 


M unicijjal  laho  ra  tory 
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Bacteriological  examinations  of  water. — Examinations  of  the 
Alvven  water  supply  were  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  during  the  yt-ar ; 
yi  complete  bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  sauiples  beiiig 
taken  from  the  mains  ,and  from  the  Alwen  reservoir  before  ajid 
immediately  after  filtration.  In  addition  16  from  other  sources  were 
examined,  including  waterworks  pumping  station  and  houses. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — (a)  The  general  hacterio- 
logical  examination  of  graded  milks. — During  the  year  the  rcguhir 
bacteriological  examination  of  graded  milks  was  carried  out.  215 
samples  were  examined.  The  work  is  undertaken  primarily  because  of 
the  introduction  into  the  Borough  of  “ designated  milks  as  laid  down 
in  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order.  These  milks  are;  — 

(1)  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” and  “ Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified).” 

(2)  ” Accredited.” 

(3)  ” Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)-” 

(4)  ” Pasteurised.” 

These  examinations  are  carried  out  for  the  Corporation,  who  uraiit 
the  licences  for  the  retailing  of  these  classes  of  milk. 

(b)  The  general  hacferiological  examination  of  ungraded  milk- 
— Samples  of  ungraded  milk  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time, 
but  no  routine  examination  is  carried  out  on  ordinary  milk,  for  whirh 
no  standard  of  bacteriological  ])urity  has  been  laid  down. 

The  routine  examination  of  ordinary  milk  is  very  valuable,  inas- 
much as  it  is  this  milk  which  forms  the  principal  supply  of  a very 
large  section  of  the  community. 

(c)  The  examination  of  ungraded  milk  for  tulurrlt  harilli. — 
It  was  unfortunately  found  necessary  to  curtail  still  further  this  branch 
of  the  work,  the  number  of  samples  which  were  examined  falling  from 
324  in  1936  to  209. 

Out  of  these  209  samples  living  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  29. 
Making  due  allowance  from  duplicates,  this  means  that  one  in  < n ry 
seven  contained,  living  tuhercle  hacilli.  Such  milk  constitutes  a 
grave  source  of  danger  to  the  public,  especially  to  children,  and  the 
importance  of  carrying  out  bacteriological  examination  on  as  wide  a 
scale  as  possible  therefore  should  need  no  emphasis. 

(d)  The  examination  of  milk  dned  for  tuhereh  baeilli. — 
Samples  of  dried  milk  issued  at  the  municipal  clinics  are  periodically 
examined  at  the  laboratory  with  a view  to  the  detection  of  the  presence 
of  living  tubercle  bacilli. 

The  following  routine  procedure  is  followed  with  regard  to  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk  : 

(a)  General  hacteriological  examination 
This  consists  of:  — 

(a)  The  enumeration  of  micro-organisms  present  per 
cubic  centimetre. 

(b)  Examination  for  the  presence  of  B.  coli  in  specified 
quantities  of  milk. 
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1.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  supply  is  examined  twice  in  a year — once  in  the 
first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sample  is  examined  monthly. 

2.  Ungraded  liquid  milks 

Samples  are  examined  from  time  to  time  but  not  at 
regular  intervals.  It  is  intended  that  this  work  should 
be  developed  when  adequate  laboratory  accommodation 
is  provided. 

(b)  Uxamination  for  tubercle  hcuiUi 
This  consists  of  an  examination  by  biological  experiment  to 
ascertain  whether  living  tubercle  bacilli  are  present. 

/.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  supply  is  examined  twice  in  a year — once  in  the 
first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sani])le  is  examined  monthly. 

2.  U ngraded  liquid  milks 

Milk  from  each  source  of  suj)ply  is  examined  twice  in  a 
year — once  in  the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second 
half  year. 

3.  Dried,  milks 

Two  samples  from  each  source  are  examined  annually, 
one  in  the  first  half  year  and  one  in  the  second  half  year. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid. — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  B.  were 
both  present  in  Birkenhead  during  the  year. 

Food  poisoning. — Several  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  investigated 
by  the  Laboratory,  the  material  examined  ranging  from  ice  cream  and 
jellies  to  meat,  pork  pies  and  vinegar.  The  salmonella  group  of  food 
poisoning  organisms  were  in  evidence  on  several  occasions,  including  a 
couple  of  cases  due  to  an  organism  rarely  found  in  this  country. 

Streptococcal  infections. — As  was  mentioned  in  my  report  for 
1933,  streptococcal  infections  occur  frequently  among  the  general 
population.  In  conjunction  with  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
regular  examinations  of  throat  swabs  are  carried  out  for  the  presence 
of  haemolytic  streptococci.  As  this  organism  is  frequently  found  in 
chronic  catarrhal  conditions,  a number  of  vaccines  have  been  prepared 
and  issued  for  treatment  purposes,  in  many  cases  with  excellent 
results. 

Malaria. — Malaria  was  diagnosed  by  the  Laboratory  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year. 

Veterinary  work. — Work  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  includes,  besides  the  examination  of  milks  for  tuberculosis, 
such  investigations  as  are  necessary  for  the  efficient  maintenance  of 
the  horses  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  While  no  individual  spec- 
tacular case  occurred  during  1938  there  is  a considerable  amount  of 
steady  work  done  in  this  connection  and  consultations  with  the 
Veterinary  Officer  are  frequent. 
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Some  cases  of  suspected  anthrax  were  investigated  during  the 
year,  but  with  negative  results. 

Birkenhead  offers  unrivalled  opportunities  for  the  scientific 
investigation  of  diseased  meat.  Many  samples  are  examined  under 
the  microscope,  and  museum  specimens  are  prepared  from  time  to 
time. 

Lectures. — At  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  courses  of 
lectures  were  given  to  the  nursing  staff  on  bacteriology,  [lathology,  and 
bio-chemistry,  in  connection  with  the  examinations  for  the  State 
Certificate  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 


Museum. — Interesting  sjjecimens  are  added  to  the  pathological 
museum  from  time  to  time,  which  will  be  of  great  value  for  teaching 
purposes. 


Comparison  with  previous  years.— 

-The  work 

of  the 

Laboratory 

has  grown  steadily  during  the  past  eight 

years. 

Details 

are  given 

below:  — 

Nature  of  specimens 

1931 

1938 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis 

...  1473 

3086 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtherise 

...  1994 

6112 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests 

20 

55 

Blood  tests  (agglutination) 

39 

132 

Smears  for  gonococci 

...  511 

1006 

General  bacteriological  examinations 

...  742 

6140 

General  biochemical  examin;itions 

...  257 

2298 

General  pathological  examinations 

152 

2538 

Vaccines  issued  ... 

29 

69 

Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts... 

...  IGl 

215 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli 

...  421 

209 

Milk,  special  examinations 

— 

o 

Water,  bacteriological  examinations 

97 

107 

Total  ... 

...  5896 

21969 
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Birhenliend  imnxiciyal  hospital 

BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 


ADMIN rSTKATIVK  ARli ANDKAliDNTS 

Dr.  li.  A.  Grant,  F.K.C'.S.  (Jvliii.),  Aleclical  SiiperiiitniHlent,  lias 
been  in  charge  of  tlie  Ifospital  tliroiigliout  the  year,  and  lias  prejtarcMl 
all  the  statistics  relating  to  eases  dealt  with. 

The  servic^es  of  the  following  (,’onsnltants  on  the  staff  of  the 
iMedical  Officer  of  Health  were  retained  during  the  year  IIDH;  — 

Aurist  and  Laryngologist — Air.  Ih  W.  Leathart 
Psychiatrist — Dr.  S.  Barton  Hall 
Ortho])8edic  Surgeon — Air.  T.  Hartley  Afartin 
Obstetric;  Surgeon  and  Gynaecologist — Air.  S.  JL  Herd 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon — Dr.  D.  L.  (’haiders 
Pliysician — Dr.  W.  Johnson 
Radiologist — Air.  R.  A\'.  Geinniell 

The  greatest  co-o])eration  has  existed  between  the  hospital  and 
other  sections  of  the  Aledical  Officer  of  Health's  Dejiartinent. 

TABLE  B.AI.H.  1 


Admissions,  birth,  discharges  and  deaths,  1038 


Men 

Women 

Children 

i'oUll 

In  Hospital  at  31.st  December,  1937  

135  ! 

157 

121 

443 

Adviisfiions  : 

From  own  homes  or  othei'  hospitals  

1022 

2464 

909 

4995 

From  Birkenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution 

47 

35 

18 

100 

From  Scattered  Homes  '. 

- ! 

— 

43 

43 

Births  in  Hos})ita]  

— 

— 

481 

481 

Total  cases  dealt  with  

1834 

2356 

1572 

3062 

Discharges  : 

To  OAvn  homes  or  other  hospitals  

1131  i 

2148 

1270 

4579 

To  Birkenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 

123  1 

j 130 

26 

279 

To  Scattered  Homes  

— 

! 

43 

43 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

376 

238 

134 

748 

Total  discharges  and  deaths  

1360 

i 2516 

1473 

5649 

Cases  in  hospital,  31st  December,  1938  

174 

140 

99 

413 

TABLE  B.AI.H.  2 


Surgical  Operations  Carried  Out,  1038 


Major  operations  (excluding  tonsils  and  adenoids)  1380 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids:  — 

School  medical  service  40 

Others  10 

50 

Eye  operations  16 

Nasal  operations  0 

Dental  operations  20 


1484 


Birhenhead  munic ipal  Itospifal 
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TAJ^.LI-:  Ji.M.H.  3 
.Maternity  t'ases  dealt  witli,  1938 


'I'otal  No,  of 
W’-jinen  dealt 
with 

Married 

Single 

' 'J  o^al  No.  of  1 
children 
dealt  with  | 

hive 

J>irth.s 

Mill 

Jhr-.i.- 

Cases  dealt  with 

584 

533 

51 

! 



4-1  i 

33 

TAIM.K  ll.M.ir.  4 


X-ray  and  ultra  violet  ray  treatment.  19:5> 
X-ray  examinations  made  of:  — 


StoTiiacli  

Kidney  

Chest  

IMadder  

General  

Patients  to  whom  X-ray  treatment  was  given 

X-ray  films  used  

Screenings  


;;()4 

171 

1356 

7<) 

799 

*27(10 

517(1 

11  (d8 

TABLE  B.M.II.  o 

Oj)hthalmi('  examinations  .and  treatment,  1938 


Patients  seen  

Attendances  made  hy  ])atients  ()44 

Spectacles  ])rescril)ed  LIT 

Spectacles  not  ])rescril)ed  19S 

335 


Operations  performed  16 


TABLE  B.M.PT.  6 

Sunlight,  massage,  electrical  and  remedial  exercises  treatment.  1938 


Attendance 

Treatments 

Patients  to  whom  sunlight  treatment  was  given  1*27  1656 

Patients  who  re(*.eived  massage  treatment  68  30*2 

Patients  who  received  massage  and  electrical 

treatment  157  1517 

Patients  who  received  electrical  treatment  only  169  148*2 

Patients  tested  for  electrical  reactions  8 8 

Patients  treated  by  exercises  48  *288 

Patients  treated  by  exercises  and  massage 163  1454 


740  6107 
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Birhenhcdd  mnnici'pal  hospital 


TABLE  JLM.H.  7 
Dental  treatment,  Bl‘lM 


Patients  examined  

Patients  treated  : for  extractions  d()4 

for  scalings  2 

for  dressings  o 

not  treated  2d 

dd4 

Operations  ])erformed  24 


TABLE  ILM.H.  H 

Specimens  sent  to  Municijjal  Laboratory,  B)dM 


Bacteriological  specimens  OOP) 

Biochemical  si)cciniens  IdTo 

Pathological  specimens  Id44 


0028 


TABLE  B.M.ll.  0 
Examinations  of  nursing  staff,  1028 


Nature  of  examination 

No,  of  Nurses 
who  .sat 

No.  of  Nui.ses 
who  passed 

No.  of  Nurses 
who  failetl 

State  Registei'  Exainiiiation  of  General  Nursing' 
Council  

17 

5 

Hospital  Final  Examination  

l.'i 

12 

3 

Blood  Transfusion. — The  Merseyside  Blood  Transfusion  Society 
has  given  its  customary  valuable  services ; 20  blood  transfusions  being 

performed  during  the  year. 
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AiJAiixiSTKATiVE  arkaxgj-:mj-:xts 

Cases  of  luental  deficiency  fall  into  two  categories — 

(aj  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  ^Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  to  1088;  for  these  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts 

Cornnjittee  is  responsible. 

(bj  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Education  Act, 
1021  ; for  these  the  hiducation  Cornniittee  is  responsible. 


CASES  COMIXG  WITHIX  THE  PROVlSfOXS  OF  THE  MEXTAL 
DEFICTEXCY  ACTS,  1018  to  1038 

The  definition  of  cases  coming  within  the  i)rovisions  of  the  above 
Acts  was  given  in  full  in  my  rei^ort  for  1030. 

During  the  j^ast  year  17  new  cases  came  under  the  care  of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee. 

12  cases  were  sent  to  institutions  by  judicial  orders. 

0 cases  were  placed  under  supervision  pending  institutional 
vacancies  arising;  8 cases  were  ])laced  under  home  supervision;  1 case 
died;  and  1 case  was  discharged  from  institution. 

21  first  visits  and  480  re-visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  mental 
defectives  by  the  Health  Nurses. 

At  the  end  of  1038  there  were  under  the  care  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  Committee  588  cases,  as  set  in  the  following  table:  — 


In  institutions  (placed  by  the  Mental  Dehi-iency 
Acts  Committee  under  judicial  orders)  — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Birkenhead  Institution  

....  6 

— 

6 

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Institution  .. 

....  30 

42 

72 

Hampton  State  Institution  

....  — 

1 

1 

36 

In  institutions  (placed  by  the  Birkenhead  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  or  by  parents; 
not  under  judicial  order)  — 

43 

79 

Birkenhead  Institution,  etc 

....  4 

6 

10 

Eoyal  Albert  Institution  (Lancaster) 

...  3 

— 

o 

O 

7 

6 

13 

In  Eampton  State  Institution  (placed  by 
Board  of  Control — cases  which  have 
become  too  violent  for  retention  in 
ordinary  institutions)  2 4 0 


52 


Mental  deficiency 


Under  home  supervision — 

Males 

Females 

'J'otal 

(a)  Cases  which  should  be  in  institutions 

33 

20 

53 

(b)  Under  domiciliary^  treatment  by 
Public  Assistance  Committee  

8 

9 

17 

(c)  Others  (including  ex-Special  Scliool 
cases,  297  in  mmdjer)  

254 

161 

415 

Under  guardianship  

4 

1 

5 

299 

191 

490 

Total  

344 

244 

588 

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Instituion. — Towards  the  end  of  1936, 

additional  accommodation  became  available  at  this  instiution ; the 
number  of  patients  for  whom  beds  could  be  provided  being  increased 
from  62  beds  (all  for  high  grade  females  over  the  age  of  16  years)  to 
318  beds  (96  males  and  182  females  over  the  age  of  16  years,  and  40 
cot  and  chair  cases  for  both  sexes  of  all  ages) . 

At  the  end  of  1938,  the  number  of  Birkenhead  cases  in  the  institu- 
tion was  72  (30  males  and  42  females). 

Although  the  increased  accommodation  at  Cranage  Hall  has  proved 
useful,  there  is  still  a large  number  of  cases  on  the  register  for  whom 
accommodation  is  required.  The  Cranage  institution  has  so  far  pro- 
vided largely  for  the  type  of  ])atieiit  for  whom  there  has  never  been 
difficulty  in  finding  beds  elsewhere.  It  is  for  the  lower  grade  cases, 
and  cases  of  a complicated  type,  that  accomodation  is  so  urgently 
required. 

Cases  in  other  institutions. — There  are  13  cases  in  institutions  for 
whom  provision  should  be  made  by  the  local  IMental  Deficiency 
Authority.  These  13  cases  are  defectives  who  have  been  placed  at  the 
instance  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  jiarents,  etc. 


Occupation  Centre. — An  Occupation  Centre  was  opened  by  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee  in  1935  for  the  reception  of  cases 
who  are  ineducable  within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Acts.  A 
description  of  the  activities  of  the  Centre  were  given  in  my  annual 
report  for  1935.  At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Centre  23  children  (10  boys  and  13  girls)  ; the  average  attendance 
during  the  year  was  19. 

The  staff  of  the  Centre  consists  of  a supervisor  (Miss  E.  Holding), 
an  assistant,  a cook-guide,  and  a resident  caretaker.  The  cook-guide 
does  the  cooking  and  brings  the  children  to  the  Centre. 

Dr.  S.  Barton  Hall,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  on  the  staff  of  the 
department,  has  attended  periodically  at  the  Centre  during  the  year, 
and  has  examined  the  children  in  attendance,  as  well  as  other  patients 
who  were  referred  to  him. 
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CASES  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  EDUCATION  ACT,  1921 


The  definition  of  cases  corning  within  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act  was  set  out  in  rny  annual  report  for  1930. 

Reference  is  made  to  such  cases  in  the  section  of  this  report  which 
deals  with  the  school  medical  service. 

CASES  COxMING  WITHIN  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE 
BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920 

The  following  classes  of  persons  are  included  in  the  category  of 
mental  defectives  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  purpo.ses  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920:  — 

Blind  persons  suffering  from  epilepsy,  fits  or  nervous  disability. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

Blind  Persons  Act,  1938. — Changes  in  the  law  regarding  the  wel- 
fare of  blind  persons  were  made  by  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938,  which 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1988.  Chief  of  these  are  (a)  the  age 
of  eligibility  for  an  old  age  pension  is  reduced  to  forty;  (h)  all  assist- 
ance, other  than  assistance  in  an  institution  or  medical  assistance,  must 
be  provided  exclusively  by  virtue  of  the  Blind  Persons  Acts  and  not  by 
way  of  poor  relief;  and  (c)  financial  assistance  must  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  needs  not  only  of  a blind  person,  but  of  any  person  dependent 
upon  him. 

In  Birkenhead,  financial  and  other  assistance  to  blind  persons  has 
been  given  other  than  by  way  of  poor  relief  since  1980. 


GENEBAL  FACTS  EEGARDING  BLIND  PERSONS  IN 
BIRKENHEAD 

Number  and  ages  of  blind  persons. — The  total  number  of  blind 
persons  in  Birkenhead  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920,  on  31st  December,  1938,  was  317 ; of  these  174  were  males 
and  143  females. 


Age. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

• % 

U — 1 

1—  5 ... 



1 

1 

1 02 

5—16  ... 

3 

3 . 

6 

1 

16—21  ... 

4 

— 

1 

21—40  ... 

26 

...  12  . 

. 38  1 

51.1 

40—50  ... 

23 

...  10  . 

. 33  1 

50—65  ... 

46 

...  41  . 

1 

65—70  ... 

22 

...  21  . 

. 43  1 

[ 46.7 

70  and  over 

50 

55 

. 105  J 

174 

...  143  . 

..  317 

ascertained  causes  of 

blindness  are  as  follows  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Cataract  only 

45 

35 

80 

Cataract  and 

myopia  5 

5 

10 

Cataract  and  glaucoma  ...  1 

2 

3 

Cataract  and 

other 

defects  6 

11 

17 

Glaucoma  only  

18 

12 

30 

Myopia  only  . 

17 

17 

34 

Corneal  obstruction 

19 

15 

34 

Other  causes 

63 

46 

109 

174 

143 

317 
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Blind  persons  who  are  otherwise  defective.— Forty-two  of  the 
bJirid  persons  on  the  register  were  handicapped  in  addition  bv  other 
physical  or  mental  defects:  — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Mentally  defective  

5 

4 

9 

Deaf  

7 

14 

Deaf  and  dumb  

1 

1 

•> 

Otherwise  physically  defective 

10 

< 

17 

23 

19 

42 

Children  under  16  years  of  age.— These  numbered  7;  3 boys  and 
4 girls.  3 boys  and  2 girls  were  attending  schools  for  the  blind; " 1 ;:irl 
was  in  a Sunshine  Horne  for  lilind  Children;  1 girl,  aged  two  years, 
was  at  home. 


Conditions  as  regards  employment.— The  following  table  shows  the 
position  of  blind  persons  in  the  area  over  the  age  of  16  with  refereie-c 
to  employment  : 


M. 

i^hn  ployed  17 

Trained  but  unemployed  4 

Under  training  4 

Not  trained,  but  probably 

trainable  1 

Probably  unemployable  145 


F.  Total. 

4 21 

3 7 

2 6 

• 2 3 

128  273 


171  130  310 


The  occuijations  of  the  eni])loyed  blind  in  the  area  were 
follows : — 


Agents,  collectors,  etc 

Basket  & cane  workers,  brush 

makers,  mat  makers  

Tuners  

Miscellaneous  


M.  F.  Total. 

2 2 

12  4 16 

2 2 

1 — 1 

17  4 21 


as 


Home  Teachers. — Miss  Jones  paid  072  visits  to  blind  persons, 
including  119  visits  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Braille,  i\loon  or 
handicrafts. 

Miss  Crossley  paid  1,032  visits  to  blind  persons,  including  165 
visits  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Braille,  jMoon  or  handicrafts. 

Meetings  of  the  occupation  class  were  held  on  47  occasions  : the 
average  attendance  was  20. 

Seven  social  evenings  were  arranged  : these  were  held  at  the 
North  and  South  Health  Clinics  respectively.  Thanks  are  due  to  the 
various  concert  parties  which  gave  their  services.  Eleven  rambles 
and  outings  were  organised  by  the  Home  Teachers. 
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Home  Visiting  by  Health  Nurses. — The  Health  Nurses  paid  28 
first  visits  and  3 revisits  to  blind  persons  in  the  area. 


Financial  assistance  to  blind  persons. — At  the  end  of  the  year 
231  blind  persons  (94  males  and  137  females)  were  in  receipt  of 
financial  assistance  under  the  scheme  of  the  Council  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind. 


The  Deaf-Blind. — The  Council  have  agreed  to  ])ay  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  suitable  hearing-aids  prescribed  by  the  Dej)artment  of 
Education  of  the  Deaf  of  Manchester  University  ; these  instruments 
may  be  obtained  at  a lower  cost  from  certain  firms  by  certified  blind 
persons. 


Housiiiy  and  environfatatal  hygiene 
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HOUSING  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  housing  and  general  inspection 
consisted,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  Chief  Inspector,  one  housing 
inspector,  eight  district  inspectors,  and  one  inspector’s  assistant. 

The  eight  district  inspectors  and  the  assistant  inspector  are 
recpiired  to  give  apjiroximately  half  their  time  to  the  work  of  housing 
inspection. 

One  of  the  district  inspectors  devoted  almost  the  whole  of  his  time 
to  duties  in  connection  with  air  raid  precautions:  the  work  of  the 
department  suffered  accordingly. 


GENERAL 

Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  (land  and  inland 
water)  is  8,598  statute  acres.  This  area  is  largely  built  over,  or  other- 
wise occupied,  by  domestic  buildings,  docks,  factories,  railway  stations 
and  sidings,  etc. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough. — The  number  of 
dwelling  houses  of  all  descriptions  within  the  Borough,  excluding 
institutions,  on  81st  December,  1938,  was  33,GTi. 


Number  of  other  buildings  in  the  Borough. — The  number  of  other 
buildings  within  the  J^oroiigh,  on  31st  December,  1938,  was  5,854. 


New  dwellings  erected,  1921-1938. — The  new  dwellings  erected  in 
the  Borough  between  the  date  of  the  1921  census  and  the  end  of  1938 
were  as  follows:  — 


(1) 


(2) 


Between  the  date  of  the  1921  census  and  31st  December, 
1937— 

(a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1919-1936 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  3198 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 609 

(h ) Other  3086 

6893 

During  1938 — 


(a ) With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1919-1936 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  368 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

(h ) Other  323 

691 


No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  which  did  not  comply  with 
the  building  byelaws. 
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ADMINISTEATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
HOUSING  AND  ENVIKONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


(a ) Housing  : action  taken  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  dlst  ])eceniber,  11)58,  the 
following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  department  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts,  and  Kegulations:  — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 


2. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  10404 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  41402 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Kegulations,  1025  1071 


(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  ])urpose  18807 

(3)  Number  of  dw^elling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  hum.an  habitation  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-liead) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  612 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  — 


3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  612 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  796 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

B.  — Proceedings  'under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  2609 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  2693 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


Ilouainy  and  tncironintiital  iLyyitUi: 
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C. — PTOceediiiys  under  SectiouH  11  and  Id  of  tlr  Housiny 

Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  x^ursu- 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  

h>. — Proceedinys  under  Section  12  of  the  Housiny  Act, 
1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  


4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  699 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  704 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  4129 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  59 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  507 


(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  2751^ 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local 
authority  have  taken  ste])S  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  — 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  witli  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  rei)ort  ...  — 

(c)  General  environmental  conditions  exclusive  of  housing 

The  following  shows,  in  summarised  form,  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Inspection  staff  in  connection  with  matters  other  than  the 
condition  of  domestic  dwellings;  — 


Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  93 

Number  of  smoke  nuisances  from  factor}^  and  other 

chimneys  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  — 
Number  of  schools  specially  examined  by  the 

sanitary  inspectors  73 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  93 

Number  of  insx)ections  of  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  510 

Number  of  inspections  re  offensive  trades  148 

Number  of  sewer  ventilators  inspected  68 

Number  of  street  gullies  inspected  86 
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Number  of  caravans  inspected  6 

Number  of  re-inspectioiis  of  caravans  76 

Number  of  back  passages  inspected  168 

Number  of  investigations  regarding  the  keeping  of 

pigs,  fowls,  and  other  animals  40 


Miscellaneous  insjjections  (not  included  above)  ...  2746 

(d)  Theatres,  Music  Halls,  &c. 

(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  120,  dated  25th  August,  1920) 

73  visits  were  made  to  theatres,  music  halls  and  other  places  of 
entertainment,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether  conditions  as  to 
ventilation,  structure  of  dressing  rooms,  etc.,  were  satisfactory. 

(c)  Rats  and  mice 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  district 
inspectors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Eats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 


Act,  1919  : — 

Number  of  premises  inspected  444 

Number  of  visits  and  re-visits  753 

Number  of  notices  served  on  occupiers  203 

Number  of  notices  served  on  owners  197 

Number  of  premises  satisfactorily  dealt  with  419 

Number  of  premises  still  under  observation  or 

where  work  is  being  carried  out  25 


(f)  Inspection  of  lodging  houses,  &c. 

Depletion  of  staff  caused  by  transfer  to  Air  Eaid  Precautions  work 
made  it  impossible  for  any  inspection  of  lodging  houses  to  be  carried 
out. 


(g )  Swimming  baths  and  pools 

There  are  three  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough. 

Samples  of  water  from  these  baths  are  taken  at  intervals,  before 
and  after  bathing  has  taken  place.  These  samples  are  examined 
bacteriologically  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to 
the  public  in  the  area. 

(h)  Eradication  of  bed  bugs 

The  Corporation  Estates  Eepairs  Supervisor  reports  that  during 
the  year  160  Council  houses  and  315  other  houses  were  found  to  be 
infested.  All  these  houses  were  disinfested. 

The  means  employed  by  the  Supervisor  in  freeing  infested  occupied 
houses  from  bugs  is  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  ; the  actual  work  being 
carried  out  by  contract.  This  is  used  only  for  treating  the  belongings 
and  furniture  of  the  tenants;  the  goods  being  taken  to  the  Corporation 
Yard,  where  gas  is  applied.  All  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  is  thoroughly 
examined  before  being  passed  as  free. 

When  houses  are  vacant,  “ Zaldecide  ” is  used  by  the  Super- 
visor’s staff  for  freeing  infested  houses,  and  is  stated  to  have  proved 
most  successful. 

The  disinfestation  of  occupied  premises  is  carried  out  by  contract. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937  fs.l28),  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Council  to  report  specitically  on 
the  administration  of  that  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year:  — 

1. — Inspection  of  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


1 Xo.  of 

Preinise.s 

Inspections 

jWritten  notic'-  Pr>">tKrution> 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

1 

1 •- 

o 

Workshops  (including  Worksho})  liaundries)  ...j 

101 

M 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'premises)... 

— 

- 

Total 

-109  ■ 

i 

];) 

2. — Defects  found  in  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


Particular! 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* — 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes  

Offences  under  the  Factory  W oi'kshops  Acts- 


house  (s.  101) 

Other  offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentione<l  in  tlu 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factorie.' 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Ordt'r 
1921.) 

Total 


No.  of  defect! 

Xuinl>er 

Found 

I 

Iteineilied  j 

1 

Tteferre-l 
t..  II. .M. 

Inspect  <>i 

of 

pro."«ecution.s 

1 

1 

20 

Ov 

— 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

18 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

I 

7 

7 

— ; 

— 

- i 

1 

1 

47 

51- 

— 

— 

'Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acta. 
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Home  work. — Lists  were  received  from  employers  as  follows:  — 
From  employers  sending  twice  in  the  year — 4 lists  (8  workmen). 
From  employers  sending  once  in  the  year — 8 lists  (2  contractors, 
6 workmen) . 

In  each  case  the  work  handled  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
Registered  workshops.— The  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  the  year  were:  — 

Bakehouses  46 

Confectioners  49 

Boot  repairers  23 

Cabinet  making  and  ii})holstery  10 

Dressmaking  11 

Millinery  4 

Tailoring  16 

Laundries  11 

Joinery  and  cari)entry  6 

Saddlery  and  harness  making  4 

Smiths  7 

Wagon  repairers  4 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  4 

Other  workshops  19 


214 


Other  matters. — 

Workshops  removed  from  the  register  17 

New  workshops  opened  and  placed  on  register  — 
Number  of  underground  bakehouses  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  20 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  14  visits  were  made. 
At  the  time  of  these  visits  the  rag  flock  being  used  or  stored  on 
the  premises  was  to  all  appearance  in  a satisfactory  condition;  no 
samples  were,  therefore,  taken  for  the  purpose  of  analysis. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

The  names  of  3 persons,  entitled  to  sell  poisons  included  in  Part 
II  of  the  poisons  list,  have  been  entered  on  the  register  of  persons  so 
entitled,  and  the  names  of  114  persons  previously  registered  have  been 
retained  on  the  register. 

Seven  persons  have  discontinued  the  sale  of  poisons  and  their 
names  have  been  removed  from  the  register. 


Health  educatirm 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  early  j^art  of  the  year  the  campaign  organihed  by  th*- 
Central  Council  for  Health  hiducation  in  association  with  the  Miiii^try 
of  Health  was  concluded.  Dy  means  of  the  exhibition  of  j o.^ter.-  rm  i 
the  distribution  through  the  schools  and  otherwise  of  folders  and  Icuf- 
lets  the  public  were  exhorted  to  use  their  health  .services,  of  which  or.c 
branch  was  dealt  with  each  month.  A large  audience  attended  at  the 
Town  Hall  in  January  to  hear  Air.  Kenneth  Lind.say,  M.P.,  ParlianiCn- 
tary  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  Jcducation,  enlar;je  on  the  p urj'oses  of 
the  campaign  and  the  important  j^art  the  public  health  service  w:..s 
playing  in  the  promotion  of  a healthier  nation.  Demon.-strations  of 
physical  training  by  central  school  children  and  by  the  Y.AI.C.A.  team 
gave  point  to  what  Air.  Lindsay  said.  There  was  a general  rise  in  the 
number  of  cases  attending  the  various  clinics  during  the  year  : how 
far  this  was  a result  of  the  publicity  camijaign  is  a matter  for  con- 
jecture. 

Two  lectures  were  given  in  December  at  the  North  and  South 
Health  Clinics  by  Dr.  T.  Drummond  Shiels,  Aledical  Secretary  of  the 
British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  on  “ ]3iological  Principles  in  Sex 
Education.”  The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  (Councillor 
Vines)  took  the  chair  at  one  meeting  and  the  Dei'Uty-( 'hairman 
(Councillor  Bullock)  at  the  other.  As  the  lecture  (which  was  illus- 
trated with  films)  was  of  interest  and  im]jortance  to  j-arents  and 
teachers,  it  was  well  advertised,  all  the  senior  schools  being  cir<-iilarised 
by  the  Director  of  l^lducation.  Despite  this,  the  atleiidances  were 
disappointing.  That  the  jniblic  were  too  jjrcoccujued  with  the  anxieties 
of  the  international  situation  to  devf)te  their  time  to  other  matters  is 
an  explanation  for  the  lack  of  suppoi-t  that  is  jJan.^ible  but  not  con- 
vincing. The  most  fruitful  results  in  regard  to  juildie  health  api  arently 
will  accrue  from  «‘i  greater  concentration  ujion  the  education  of  the 
child. 

The  supplies  of  leaflets  giving  details  of  the  jaiblic  health  services 
which  in  1937  had  been  circulated  through  ])OSt  otYioes  in  the  town 
were  soon  exhausted.  A much  larger  distribution  was  consequently 
made. 

Posters  su])i)lied  by  the  C'entral  C'ouncil  for  Health  Education 
were  exhibited  on  the  Corporation’s  two  i)oster-frames  throughout  the 
year 

A fourth  edition  of  the  booklet  descriptive  of  the  town’s  Public 
Health  Services  (printed  and  su]){)lied  by  Alessrs.  INI.  J.  Burrow  A 
Co.)  have  been  .circulated.  Copies  may  be  obtained  on  a])]dication  to 
the  Medical  Officer’s  Department. 

In  one  or  two  girls’  schools  the  head  teachers  have  arranged  for 
health  nurses  to  give  occasional  talks  to  the  older  children  hn  hygiene 
and  such  matters.  These  talks  are  a valuable  method  of  providing- 
instruction  and  arousing  interest,  and  greater  use  of  the  health  nursing 
staff  in  this  direction  might  be  made  with  advantage. 

One  lecture  was  given  by  an  Assistant  Aledical  Officer  to  a church 
organisation;  and  a series  of  lectures  was  given  by  a health  nurse  to 
a Banger  Company  in  connection  with  their  studies  for  their  Public 
Health  Badge. 

The  local  Press  again  have  been  unfailingly  helpful  in  giving 
publicity  to  the  work  of  the  department. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Midwives  Act,  1936. — The  Conncil’s  sclieine  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a salaried  midwifery  service  lias  now  coinjdeted  its  first  full 
year  of  working.  Every  care  had  been  taken  to  frame  the  scheme  in 
such  a way  as  to  cause  tlie  minimnm  amount  of  clerical  and  recording 
work  to  fall  upon  the  midwives,  and  the  minimum  amount  of  formality 
to  intervene  between  midwife  and  jiatient.  In  consequence,  few  diffi- 
culties from  an  administrative  ])oint  of  view  have  arisen,  and  the  jier- 
sonal  relationshiy)  of  the  midwife  to  her  patient  has  been  ])reserved. 
Cases  are  booked  in  the  midwives’  homes;  and  except  wlien  a ]»atient 
requires  to  apply  for  reduction  or  remission  of  fee,  or  when  settling  an 
account,  there  is  no  contact  with  a Corporation  office. 


The  town  is  divided  into  four  districts,  with  three  midwives  living 
in  each  district;  and  as  far  as  possible,  without  insistence  upon  com- 
plete rigidity,  midwives  do  not  book  outside  their  boundaries.  Careful 
ararngements  have  been  made  for  the  constant  availability  of  midwifery 
assistance  under  all  circumstances  : midwives  can  thus  enjoy  their 
week-ends  off  duty  in  the  knowledge  that  the  interests  of  their  patients 
will  not  suffer. 


It  was  calculated  when  the  scheme  was  framed  that  each  midwife 
would  on  an  average  deal  with  ninety  ])atients  annually.  The  average 
number  of  bookings  per  midwife  was  this  number  ]irecisely.  There 
were,  however,  considerable  discre])ancies  as  between  one  midwife 
and  another,  and  certain  adjustments  will  require  to  be  made  to  reduce 
these. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  midwife,  in  res})ect  of  whose  services  the 
Corporation  makes  an  annual  payment  to  the  Hospital  of  £185,  covers 
the  whole  area  of  the  town.  The  same  scale  of  fees  and  conditions  of 
payment  ap]dy  to  her  patients  as  to  the  patients  of  the  municipal 
midwives;  fees  being  the  property  of  the  Corporation. 

Toddlers  Clinics. — It  is  disappointing  that  fuller  advantage  has 
not  been  taken  of  the  facilities  offered  by  these  Clinics.  Although,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  mothers  of  babies  are  approached  on  the  eve  of 
their  babies’  first  birthday,  very  few  apparently  appreciate  the  import- 
ance of  a periodical  medical  examination,  and  the  increase  in  attend- 
ances is  small.  It  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  Report  that  the  object 
of  a toddlers  clinic  is  to  exercise  supervision  over  the  child  during  the 
years  between  infancy  and  entry  into  school.  Advice  as  to  correct 
“ bringing  up  ” may  be  given;  incipient  defects  may  be  discovered 
and  remedies  applied.  The  value  of  a toddlers,  clinic  is  therefore  con- 
siderable, and  proper  use  of  the  facilities  provided  would  go  far  towards 
securing  the  entry  into  school  life  of  healthy  children  able  to  derive 
full  benefit  from  their  education. 
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ADAirXISTRATrVK  AKRAXGKMEXTS 

Staff.— Tfio  foil  owing  tablo  shows  the  disposition  of  ilio  li.edi^-.-il 
staff  engaged  on  duties  in  conneetion  with  Maternity  and  CiiiM 


work : — 

Antenatal  Infant  Welfare  Toddlers 
Hamilton  Square  Hr.  Unswortli  Dr.  Unsworth  Dr.  T/n^'.'vorilj 

North  Dr.  Uns\vorth  Dr.  Williams  Dr.  Widini.ss 

South  Mr.  Herd  Dr.  Dlackstoek  Dr.  Blacksto^-k 

Mount  Grove  ...  Jlr.  Dodd  


In  addition  to  the  part-time  serviees  of  the  Chief  Health  Xr.r-e 
and  the  whole-time  serviees  of  the  Assistant  Sujierviser  Midwives, 
the  equivalent  of  the  whole  time  of  ten  nurses  was  availehl-  et  tie- 
end  of  the  year.  Dr.  Unsworth  acted  as  Medical  Supt-rvi.-'-r  <n  Mid- 
wives, Miss  M.  M.  Graham  as  Assistant  Supervi.sor. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist 
(Mr.  Herd)  are  available  for  difficult  cases  sent  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  and  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES 

Number  of  midwives. — During  the  year  midwives  (only  1 of 
whom  was  untrained)  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the 
borough.  50  were*,  in  domiciliary  and  57  in  institutional  practice. 

4 midwives  surrendered  Iheii*  ceiditicales  undc-r  the  terms  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives. — The  cases  attended  by 
midwives  alone  (no  doctor  being  in  attendance)  numl)erc‘d  2.147 ; 
three-quarters  of  the  total  biidlis  in  the  Borough. 

Work  carried  out  by  Assistant  Supervisor  of  Midwives. — Below  is 
set  out  a summary  of  this  work. 


Inspection  of  midwives:  Visits  to  midwives’  homes  333 

Interviews  in  office  554 


Visits  in  connection  with — 

cases  requiring  medical  aid  968 

necessitous  midwifery  cases  159 

cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  10 

cases  of  opliflialmia  neonatorum  5 

cases  of  stillbirth  47 

expectant  mothers  145 

Other  visits  41 

Attendances  at  antenatal  clinics  96 


Cases  requiring  medical  aid. — 484  cases  were  notified  by  midwives 
in  which  medical  aid  had  bee]i  called,  as  against  451  last  year. 
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Notifications  received  from  midwives.— Tlie  following  notifications 

were  received:  — 


Stillbirths  20 

Substitution  of  artificial  feeding  30 

Deaths  2 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum. — 4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
3 of  these  were  treated  at  home,  the  other  (‘asc  being  dealt  with  in 
hospital.  Vision  was  unini})aired  in  3 cases.  (Jne  case  died. 


Salaried  midwives.— The  following  is  a suimnary  of  the  work  of 

the  salaried  midwives:  — 


Number  of  bookings  1088 

Number  of  bii'ths  983 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  223G4 


Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  made  in  1037,  the  Corporation 
pays  to  the  Dirkeidiead  ^Maternity  Hospital  for  domiciliary  midwiferv 
an  annual  sum  ecpiivalent  to  the  minimum  salary  (ilTO)  of  a 
municipal  midwife,  together  with  Clo  for  e.xpenses.*  The  Hospital 
midwife  carried  out  work  as  follows:  — 

Number  of  bookings  85 

Number  of  births  87 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  1715 

HOME  VISITING  OF  EXPECTANT  iMOTHERS,  :yrOTnERS, 
AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Home  visiting. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  paid 
by  the  health  nurses  in  connection  with  expectant  mothers,  mothers, 
and  young  children:  — 

2396  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  1 year  old. 

4701  routine  revisits  were  paid  to  infants  under  1 year  old. 

11153  routine  visits  were  paid  to  children  over  1 year  and 
under  5 years  old. 

*112  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

*57  revisits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

89  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  deaths  of  infants. 

168  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  miscellaneous 
matters. 

2909  visits  were  made  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 

*Does  not  include  visits  paid  by  Assistant  Supervisor  of  Midwives 

(see  above). 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  infant  welfare  clinics  were  being  held 
as  follows:  — 

Hamilton  Square  clinic;  ^londay  and  Wednesday  afternoons, 
2 to  d p.rn. 

South  clinic:  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.rn. 
Blount  Grove  clinic  : Friday  ffternoons,  2 to  d p.m. 

North  clinic:  \\'ednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 p.in. 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  done  at  the 
clinics  during  the  year:  — 


Hamilton  Sq. 

South 

Mount  Orove 

North 

T.. 

tal> 

(lOf)  sessions 

, n 02  sessions) 

(51  sessions) 

(104  sessions) 

1st 

Re- 

1st 

Re- 

1st 

Re- 

1st 

Re- 

1st 

Re- 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

Attendances  made 

l»y  infants  under 
12  months 

379 

7072 

411 

73M8 

168 

3257 

421 

7416 

1379 

25133 

Attendances  made 

l)y  children 
aged  1 — 2 years 

14 

515 

15 

1191 

20 

512 

4 

789 

53 

3007 

Attendamjes  made 

j 

1 

by  c h i 1 d r e n 
aged  2 — 5 years 

32 

180 

9 

379  ^ 

31 

155 

1 

111 

73 

825 

Total 

1 505 

28965 

Examinations  of 

childi-en  h y 

doctor 

425 

4052 

1 

411  : 

1 

3102  ^ 

! 

217 

1618  ^ 

39> 

4077  ^ 

j 

14  53 

13149 

Voluntary  workers. — 1 have  again  to  express  a])preciation  of  the 
valuable  services  given  at  the  various  clinics  by  voluntary  workers, 
who  gave  uj)  a gi*eat  deal  of  their  time  for  this  j)urpose. 

Supply  of  miik. — Filed  milk  was  sold  at  the  clinics  to  suitable 
cases. 

During  the  year  supplies  of  milk  were  given  free  under  the  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Ciiildren)  Order,  1921,  to 
330  nursing  mothers, 

932  children  and 
361  expectant  mothers. 

As  a general  rule  milk  is  given  only  to — 

(a)  Nursing  mothers  who  are  actually  suckling  their  children; 
(h ) Exjiectant  mothers  in  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  ; 
(c)  Children  up  to  nine  months  whose  mothers  are  unable 
to  nurse  them. 

It  is  within  the  discretioiy^of  the  assistant  medical  officers  to 
extend  the  period  of  supply  in  the  two  latter  cases.  In  all  cases  it 
must  be  ascertained  that  the  supply  is  esseiitial  for  the  maintenance 
of  health. 
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TODDLEKS  CLINICS 

These  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  the  North  and  Soiitli 
Clinics;  and  once  monthly  (beginning  in  Noveniber)  .at  the 
Hamilton  Square  clinic. 


Below  are  jaarticulars  of  the  work  carried  out:  — 


j North 

1 (48  sessions) 

South 

(4(j  sessio*  s) 

Hamilton  S<i. 

(•i  sessions) 

Totals 

1st 

1 Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1st 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1st  1st 

Visits  Visits 

iTt  Re- 

Visits  Visits 

Attendances  made  l»y 
ehildien  under  1 
year  

i 

i n 

123 

14 

308 

1 . — 

26 

4 31 

Attendances  nmde  Ly 
children  aged  1-2 
years  

13 

637 

22 

621 

6 9 

41 

1267 

Attendances  made  hy 
cliildren  aged  2-5 
years  

47 

566 

71 

977 

10  17 

128 

1560 

Total 

195 

3258 

The  Hamilton  Square  clinic  was  opened  in  November  : it  has  not 
been  possible  for  it  to  be  held  more  than  once  monthly. 


ANTENATAL  CLINICS 

Antenatal  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  Hamilton  Square,  the 
North  Clinic  and  the  South  Clinic.  Clinics  were  held  on  15.5  occasions; 
the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  being  l,‘24d  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  made  being  5,815.  Of  this  total  170  patients  carried  over 
from  1937  made  1,073  attendances 

Condition  with  regard  to  pregnancy. — The  condition  with  regard 
to  pregnancy  of  the  1,073  new  cases  at  the  time  of  their  first  visit  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  307  were  in  their  first  pregnancy. 

(h ) 734  were  in  their  second  or  subsequent  pregnancy  (227 
of  these  patients  had  attended  the  clinic  during  a 
previous  pregnancy ; 94  during  two  previous  pregnan- 
cies ; 37  during  three  previous  pregnancies ; 23  during 
four  previous  pregnancies ; 7 during  five  previous 

pregnancies ; 10  during  six  previous  pregnancies ; and 
6 during  seven  or  more  previous  pregnancies). 

(c)  were  not  pregnant. 
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Abnormalities. — Tlie  abnorrualities  or  diseases  found  to  be  j resent 
in  the  new  cases  who  attended  the  clinics  during  lUdH  were  as  follow-: 

(a ) Women  wlio  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  first  pregnancy 


Abnonnality  or  disease 


Xo.  of  cases 


Tuberculosis  3 

Cardiac  disease  4 

Alljuniinuria 1 

P^ctopic  gestation  1 

Kj)ilepsy  1 

Other  conditions 1' 


(h)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  second  or 
subsequent  pregnancy 


Abnonnality  or  disease 


No.  of  owes 


Venereal  diseases  1 

Varicose  veins  1 

Albuminuria 1 

Tuberculosis  3 

Cardiac  disease  1 1 

Epilepsy  1 

Other  conditions 3 


Progress  of  pregnancies. — 

(1)  Neio  cases 

(a)  Of  the  307  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy 
231  were  delivered  before  the  end  of  1938,  having  122 
boys  and  110  girls  (including  1 set  of  twins  and  7 still- 
born children) . 

2 had  miscarriages. 

11  left  the  district. 

63  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(h ) Of  the  734  women  who  had  had  previous  i)regnancies  502 
were  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year,  having  263 
boys  and  244  girls  (including  5 sets  of  twins  and  17 
stillborn  children) . 

14  had  miscarriages. 

7 left  the  district. 

211  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(2)  Cases  carried  forward  from  1937  (17()  patients) 

(a)  Of  the  52  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy  50 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  liaving  24  boys  and  20 
girls  (including  1 stillbirth). 

1 was  not  pregnant. 

1 left  the  district. 

(h)  Of  the  118  women  who  had  had  ju-evious  ])regua)K‘ies  112 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  having  58  boys  and  54 
girls  including  2 stillbirths). 

3 were  not  pregnant. 

3 left  the  district. 

Attendances  at  clinics. — Below  are  set  out  the  details  of 

attendances  at  clinics:  — 

HAMILTON  SQUARE  CLINIC 
(52  Sessions) 


First 

pregnancy 

Subsequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnant 

From  1937 

Total 

i 

Cases  

104 

290 

9 

66 

1 469 

Attendances 

339 

1549 

14 

343  ’ 

! 

2245 

NORTH  CLINIC 
(51  Sessions) 


First 

pregnancy 

Subsequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnant 

' From  1937 

ToUil 

Cases 

99 

263 

9 

51 

422 

Attendances .. 

347 

1450 

16 

i 

226 

2049 

SOUTH  CLINIC 
(52  Sessions) 


1 

First 

pregnancy 

Subsequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnant 

From  1937 

! TotAl 

j 

Cases  

104 

181 

14 

53 

352 

Attendances  

532 

700 

17 

272 

1521 

Maternity  outfits. — 1 outfit  was  lent  out  and  returned  during 
the  vear. 
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A small  amount  of  postnatal  work  was  carried  out  at  antenatal 
clinics  (see  page  08 J as  follows  : 


Clinic 

Cases 

Attendances 

Hamilton  Square  

42 

56 

North  

15 

27 

South  

21 

24 

ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGPIT  TREATMENT 

Artificial  sunlight  treatment  was  given  to  cases  attending  at  the 
North  and  South  Health  ('linics.  17o  sessions  were  held  during  the 
.year.  87  cases  attended  for  the  first  time,  a total  of  l,o02  attendances 
being  made.  l)r.  Williams  and  Or.  JRackstock  were  in  charge  of  this 
work. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

At  the  end  of  the  .year  the  names  of  00  childn'ii  wt-r*-  entered  (jn 
the  register  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  05  of  the 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  PKLJ,  as  having  been  taken  by  persons 
to  keep  for  reward.  20  chihlren  were  in  St.  Faith’s  lloiiu'.  is  in 
Christ  Church  Horne,  4 in  All  Saints’  Home,  and  is  in  charge  (4 
foster  parents  at  private  dwellings. 

The  Health  Nurses  paid  18  first  visits  and  007  i-evisits  to  these 
children. 

OTHER  PROVISION  MADE  HY  THE  LOCAL  AFTHORITY 

Cases  dealt  with  at  Maternity  Hospital. — Under  the  agreement 
with  the  Hospital  cases  of  complicated  pi’egnancy,  or  who  live  in 
unsuitable  conditions,  are  admitted  to  the  IIos[)ital  for  their  confine- 
ments. Payment  at  the  rate  of  10/-  per  in-jiatienf  da.v  is  made  by  the 
Corporation;  the  total  animal  jiavment  not  to  be  under  tlOO  or  over 
£400. 

During  the  year  1)  cases  were  admitted  under  the  terms  of  the 
agreement.  In  respect  of  the  financial  year  10o7-d8  the  i>ayment  to 
the  Hospital  was  £108  10s.  Od. 

Cases  dealt  with  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society. — 

Under  the  agreement  with  the  Society  the  Corporation  makes  an 
annual  payment  of  £90  to  the  Society  in  respect  of  attendance  upon 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  young  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  suffering  from  certain  conditions. 

During  the  year  the  Society’s  nurses  jiaid  450  visits  to  35  cases; 
and  in  addition  paid  1,489  visits  to  107  children  for  conditions  not 
covered  by  the  agreement. 

Cases  of  confinements  attended  by  medical  practitioners. — In  330 

cases  where  doctors  were  called  in  to  difficult  cases  of  continement  the 
doctors’  fees  were  paid  by  the  Corporation  under  the  ]n-ovisions  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1918.  Accounts  for  the  full  amount  of  the  fees  in  101 
cases,  and  of  part  of  the  amount  in  8 cases,  were  rendered  to  patients. 
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Temporarily  necessitous  cases  attended  by  independent  midwives. 

— Ill  67  cases  wliere  mid  wives  alteiided  tenqxiraril  v neeessiloiis  cases 
of  confinemeiit  the  midwives’  fees  were  jaiid  by  the  Corjioratioii  under 
Section  204  of  tlie  Public  Health  Act,  1966.  In  no  case  was  any  part 
of  the  fee  recovered  from  a patient. 


AGENCIES  ASSISTEJ)  HY  THE  LO('AL  AUTHORITY 

The  Corporation  gives  financial  sujijtort  to  certain  institutions, 
etc.,  for  general  services  rendered  in  connection  ^\’ith  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association. — Arrange- 
ments arp  made  by  this  Association  to  send  children  to  convalescent 
homes,  and  to  provide  massage  treatment  for  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis,  etc.  During  the  year  196H,  45  children  were  sent  to  con- 
valescent homes  by  the  Association. 

St.  Faith’s  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies. — Here  accommodation 
is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children — 26  cots  for 
babies  and  12  beds  for  mothers.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the 
Home  during  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Expectant  mothers  15 

Babies  2 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — There  arc  21  beds  provided  at 
the  hospital  (exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds).  The  number  of 
cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  566. 

4 beds  are  provided  for  delicate  babies.  18  babies  were  admitted 
during  the  year. 

At  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  held  in  connection  with 
the  hospital  the  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  3'ear:  — 

Antenatal  clinic : Patients  606,  attendances  3,695. 

Infant  welfare  clinic : children  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  275;  revisits  1,844. 
children  1 — 5 years — 

1st  visits — ; revisits  54. 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent. — At  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
clinic  held  in  connection  with  this  Institution  the  following  attendances 
were  made  during  the  year:  — 

Antenatal  clinic  : Patients  87;  attendances  142. 

Infant  welfare  clinic : children  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  161;  revisits  1,368. 

children  1 — 5 years — 

let  visits  57 ; revisits  952. 
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Birkenhead  Mothers’  Welfare  Clinic. — This  clinic  provides 
inforinatiori  and  liclp  in  regard  to  birth  control;  it  also  advises  women 
who  wish  to  have  children  and  have  been  unsuccessful. 

Financial  assistance. — The  grants  made  by  the  Corporation  to  the 
voluntary  associations  providing  maternity  and  child  welfare  serWees 
are  as  follows:  — 

£ 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  175 


St.  Faith’s  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  650 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital — 

f aj  Hospital  treatment  of  delicate  babies  100 

(h)  Infant  welfare  centre  90 

St.  Idizabeth’s  Convent  50 

Birkenhead  Motliers’  Welfare  Clinic  25 


AGENCIFS  NOT  PlIOVIDKI)  OK  ASSISTED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHOKITY 

Other  agencies  whose  work  in  Birkenhead  touches  the  welfare  of 
mothers  and  infants,  l)ut  whicli  are  not  provided  or  assisted  by  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation,  are  the  following:  — 

The  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital 
Birkenhead  Centre  of  Social  Service 
The  Society  for  tlie  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
The  Gynaecological  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital 


MATEKNAL  MORTALITY 

The  Registrar-General’s  annual  statement  of  causes  of  death 
includes  5 deatlis  connected  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.94  per  1,099  birth  (living 
and  still),  as  compared  with  a rate  of  2.97  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows:  — 

Pueri)eral  sepsis  2 

Other  puerperal  conditons  3 
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NUKSING  HOMES 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1986,  any  premises  used  “ for  the 
receijtion  of  and  the  providing  of  nursing  for  persons  suffering  from 
any  sickness,  injury  or  infirmity  ” (excluding  Government  and 
municipal  hospitals  and  those  established  by  Act  of  Parliament  or 
Koyal  Charter)  are  required  to  be  registered  by  the  local  authority, 
which  has  the  power  to  exempt  institutions  not  carried  on  for  profit. 
The  owners  of  non-registered  homes  are  subject  to  penalty. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  ins])ect  and  generally  to 
supervise  registered  nursing  homes;  and  it  can,  if  it  thinks  fit,  cancel 
itegistration. 

New  bye-laws  governing  the  conduct  and  management  of  nursing 
homes  were  approved  by  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  They 
have  not  yet  been  confirmed  by  the  ^Ministry  of  Health. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  nursing  homes  registered  in 
the  Borough  was  18,  a reduction  of  two  on  last  year’s  total.  All  these 
homes  were  inspected  quarterly  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Gfficer.  They 
were  generally  maintained  efficiently;  suggestions  as  to  minor 
improvements  in  various  ways  usually  being  adopted  readily  by  the 
owners. 


OCCUPATIONS 

The  staple  industries  of  the  district  are  shipbuilding,  ship-repairing 
and  engineering. 

The  Eegistrar-General’s  returns  setting  out  the  occiq.ations  of 
persons  resident  in  the  Borough  at  the  time  of  the  1981  census  became 
available  in  1934,  and  were  published  in  my  amiual  report  for  that 
year. 
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HEALTH  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

staff.  The  Medical  Staff  engaged  in  carrying  out  School  .Mcda-ai 
Service  duties  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted'^  of  Ur.  Ulack.siock.  Ur. 
Williams,  Ur.  Uodd,  Ur.  L'nsworth  and  Ur.  iMarsh;  the  last-named 
being  engaged  on  part-time  duty. 

Mr.  P.  Wilson  Smith,  l.d.s.,  Uental  Surgeon,  and  Miss  E.  M. 
Warlow,  L.D.S.,  Mr.  A.  C.  L.n.s.,  and  -Mr.  AE  Sn.ith,  l.d.s., 

Assistant  Uental  Surgeons,  comprised  the  dental  staff  at  the  end  of  the 
year;  Mr.  M.  Smith  having  succeeded  Mr.  W.  G.  Walcli  in  September. 

Co-ordination. — The  medical  staff'  (with  the  exception  of  I)r 
Marsh)  and  health  nursing  staff  are  engaged  in  all  sections  of  the 
Medical  Officer’s  J )ejmrtment’s  work.  Jn  this  respect,  therefore,  cu- 
ordination  between  the  school  medical  services  and  the  other  liejiiili 
services  is  effectively  maintained.  Administrative  co-ordination  ]> 
close;  and  the  readiness  of  the  Director  of  JAlucation  and  his  staff  to  bc- 
helpful  is  recorded  with  appreciation. 

School  Hygiene. — Tlie  premises  of  all  public  elementary  schools 
arc  kept  under  the  regular  supervision  of  tlie  Assistant  Medieaf  Offica  rs. 
Attention  is  given  particularly  to  the  condition  of  the  sanitary  eonveiii- 
ciices,  lavatories,  cloakrooms  and  }ilaygrounds ; and  to  the'efficiimcv 
of  ventilation  and  lighting.  It  is  in  some  of  the  older  voluntary  .sMioors 
that  most  matter  tor  criticism  is  found. 

Child  Guidance. — Id  JMrkenhead  school  children  were  referred 
during  the  year  to  the  Liverpool  and  District  Child  Guidance  Clinic: 
in  most  cases  by  the  Erobation  Off'icer.  ddie  problems  for  investigation 
covered  a wide  range,  including  pilfering,  speech  disorders,  solitariness 
and  untruthfuliiess.  in  some  instances  the  problem  was  resolvotl.  in 
others  improvement  was  effected.  In  8 cases  the  child  ceased  to  attend 
before  treatment  was  completed. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — Keference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  to 
the  growing  number  of  cases  of  such  relatively  minor  defect  as  ffat  foot 
which  was  being  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  The  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that  as  a result  of  the  appointment  of  two  organisers  of  idiysical 
training  remedial  exercises  could  be  carried  out  in  the  schools  on  Ur. 
Hartley  Martin’s  directions  uiuler  the  supervision  of  these  organisers. 
By  means  of  tliis  arrangement  the  growing  pressure  on  Ur.  iMartin's 
time  and  on  the  resources  of  the  clinic  could  be  relieved.  ITifortunately 
it  was  not  foimd  possible  for  tlie  arrangement  to  be  effected,  as  the 
available  time  of  the  organisers  was  fully  occupied  in  the  instruction 
of  class  teachers.  Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  matter 
during  the  coming  year. 
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Junior  Instruction  Centres.— The  work  of  the  JJepartiueiit  lias  been 
increased  during  tlie  year  by  the  necessity  to  carry  out  medical  inspec- 
tions at  the  Junior  Lnstructif>n  ('entres.  It  was  the  wisli  of  the 
Minister  of  Labour  that  tliese  inspections  sljould  be  of  a routine  cliar- 
acter — that  is  to  say,  that  each  child  in  attendance  should  be  subniitted 
to  examination.  As,  however,  the  personnel  at  the  centres  shifts  verv 
rapidly  (the  average  length  of  sta}'  is  not  niore  than  three  or  four  weeks^ 
this  would  have  meant  many  moi-e  visits  than  it  would  have  been 
possible  for  the  medical  staff  io  pay.  hi  the  event,  it  has  only  been 
jiossible  to  carry  out  a iiKaithly  iiisja-ction  (A  the  children  in  attendance 
at  the  (jentres,  and  this  is  more  huri-iedly  than  is  desirabh'.  Tlu^  \alue 
of  the  work  is  iiu-onsidei-able,  not  only  on  this  ac-comit,  but  because  few 
forms  of  treatment  ai’(‘  available.  Juveniles  entitled  to  National  liealth 
Insurance  medicail  benefit  may  be  I’elei'i’ed  to  panel  ]»ractitioners,  and 
others  may  receive  treatment  at  the  minoi-  ailments  (dinics.  JLit  visual 
and  dental  detects  are  those  naast  fi'ccpiently  present,  and  for  neither 
of  these  is  treatment  available  exce]4  for  those  whose  parents  can 
afford  to  obtain  it  privately.  It  should  be  said  that  failure  to  take 
advantage  of  facilities  olfered  during  .school  life  is  largely  resjajiisible 
for  the  prevalence  of  defects  among  these  juveniles. 

Open-Air  School.— At  the  end  of  19JH  day  and  residential  open- 
air  schools  were  jirovided  by  over  1*J()  local  education  authorities  in 
England  and  Wales.  Hirkenliead  was  not  one  of  these. 


Children  with  Defective  Hearing. — The  audiometer  referred  to  in 
last  year’s  aiinual  re])ort  was  obtained  during  the  year.  Head  teachers 
were  asked  to  submit  the  names  of  children  who  they  felt  had  not  full 
hearing  ability  or  whose  educational  backwardness  was  not  obviously 
due  to  mental  dulness.  As  a conseciuence  01  such  names  were  sub- 
mitted. 60  children  had  their  lu'aring  tested  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  21  cases  hearing  was  normal;  of  the  others,  in  o cases  it  was  so 
deficient  as  to  require  the  children  to  be  educated  in  a school  for  the 
deaf  and  in  19  cases  in  a school  or  class  tor  the  j)ai’tially  deaf.  For  2J 
children  it  w as  recommended  that  they  should  sit  in  the  front  of  their 
class. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  make  provision  for  children  who  are  totally 
deaf;  but  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  those  who  have  a fair  degree  of 
hearing.  They  obviously  cannot  derive  proi)er  benefit  from  their  educa- 
tion in  an  ordinary  elementary  school,  and  so,  for  this  reason  alone, 
start  their  earning  life  at  a disadvantage.  It  would  not  be  proper,  how- 
ever, for  more  than  one  reason,  to  send  them  to  a residential  institution 
for  the  deaf.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  practicable  to  provide  special 
educational  facilities  in  its  own  school  for  each  child  that  needs  it.  A 
centralised  class  entails  lengthy  travelling  for  most  of  the  pupils ; and, 
because  it  has  to  cater  for  children  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  presents 
obvious  teaching  difficulties.  As  it  seems  likely  that  the  remainder  of 
the  children  to  be  examined  wall  yield  the  same  proportion  of  those 
suffering  from  partial  deafness,  there  will  be  a sufficient  number  of 
cases  to  warrant,  despite  the  difficulties  mentioned,  the  formation  of 
a special  class,  so  that  these  children’s  physical  handicap  will  not 
involve  also  an  educational  handicap. 
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Physical  Training. — Tlie  J:}irkeiihead  J:]ducation  Coniniittee  .share 
with  the  County  Borough  of  Wallasey  and  the  Clieshire  County 
Authority  (Wirral  District)  the  services  of  a man  and  a woman 
Organiser  of  Physical  Training. 

The  Organisers  visit  elementary  and  secondary  schools, 
coiifluct  classes  in  2>iiysical  training  for  teachers  and  club  leaders  and 
are  available  to  give  advice  to  “ Keep  Pit  ” classes,  two  of  which  (for 
mothers)  have  been  established  in  connection  with  the  Parents' 
Association  in  two  schools. 

Since  the  last  rej^ort  the  Committee  have  secured  two  sites  of 
5 and  10  acres  resj^ecti vely  which  it  is  hojjed  to  lay  out  during  this 
year  as  i)laying  fields  for  elementary  school  children.  A third  site  of 
some  15  acres  is  to  be  fenced  and  tenders  for  the  lay-out  invited. 


i 
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Number  of  elementary  schools  and  school  children. — The  number 
of  elementary  schools  in  the  borough  is  : 

Council  Schoois  22 


Voluntary  Sciiools  20  Total 

The  recognised  accommodation  of  these  schools  was  : 
Council  Schools  10,753 


Voluntary  Sclioois  

10,980 

Total 

The  a\nrage  number  of  scholars  on 

the  rolls  was  : 

Council  Schools  

12,. 305 

Voluntary  Schools  

7,720 

lotal 

The  average  attendance  was  : 

Councjl  Schools  

10,940 

Voluntary  Schools  

0,721 

lotal 

42 


27,739 

20,025 

17,007 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

{t<ee  note,  a) 

A.— hOUTINM  MEDICAL  INSI»ECTIO.\S 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  (Ircjups  (.syy  n<tt<  h)  — 

J^hitrants  

Second  age  group  PJ7G 

Third  age  group  1<J4<J 


Total  6200 


Number  of  other  Koutine  Insj)ections  note  c) 

P'ourth  age  group  1705 

Claughton  Eoad  C.  School  84 

Sight- Saving  Class  18 


Total 1897 


' Grand  Total  8097 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspectioiis  (see  note  d ) 5610 

In  schools  91 

In  clinics  5519 

Number  of  Ee-inspections  (see  note  c)  6256 

In  schools  2558 

In  clinics  3698 


Total 11866 


CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Eoutine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition, 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases),. 

Note. — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any 
column  of  this  Table;  for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective 
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vision  and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  Column  2.  once  in  Columi. 
3 and  once  only  in  Column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  tv.e 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  Column  3 an  i 
once  in  Column  4. 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defectire  vision 
(excluding  squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  recorded 
in  table  on  p.  S. 

(■■'') 

T-.tal. 

(4  ) 

Kntrants 

2 

213 

214 

(Second  Age  Group  

102 

254 

30  S 

Til i id  Age  Group  

1 57 

183 

998 

Total  (Presciibed  Groujis)  

261 

650 

'20 

Other  Routine  Insi)e(‘tion.s , 

149 

173 

269 

Grand  Total 

410 

S23 

1C>9 

NOTES 

ON  TABLES 

^page  6 

(a)  The  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

{b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  the 
three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  oui 

(i)  in  compliance  with  Article  17  of  tlie  Consolidated  Regulations 

relating  to  Special  Services— Grant  Regulations  No.  19; 

(ii)  on  the  school  premises  (or  at  a place  specially  sanctioned  by  the 

Board); 

uii)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the  lines 
of  the  approved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  jb-2. 

(c)  Under  this  heading  is  recoi-ded  routine  inspections,  if  any,  i.f 
children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  three  prescribed  age-groups,  cjj.. 
routina  inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  or  of  other  grouj'S  of  children,  as 
distinct  from  those  who  are  individually  selected  on  account  of  some  sus- 
pected ill-health  for  “Special”  Insjiection. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  himself  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Oflicers  on' his  staff  of  a child 
specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  i.e.,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Such  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred  to 
him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nuises,  Attendance  Officers,  P'arents,  or  other- 
wise. It  is  immaterial  for  the  purjiose  of  this  heading  whether  the  children 
are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  or  elsewhere.  If  a 
child  happens  to  come  before  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  special  inspec- 
tion during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine  groups,  its 
routine  inspection  is  entered  in  Part  A of  tlie  table  on  juige  0 headed 
“ Medical  Inspection  ” and  its  special  inspection  in  Part  R.  The  inspection 
recorded  under  the  heading  of  special  inspections  is  only  the  first 
inspection  of  the  (diild  so  i-eferred  for  a particular  defect. 
If  a child  who  has  been  specially  inspected  for  one  defect  is  subsequently 
specially  inspected  for  another  defect,  such  subsequent  inspection  is 
recorded  as  a Special  Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

(e)  Under  this  heading  is  entered  the  medical  inspections  of  children 
who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for 
subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or  special  inspec- 
tion as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection  of  the  same  defect 
is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 

Nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of  special  inspections  or  re-inspec- 
tions except  such  inspections  as  are  defined  above.  Attendances  for  treatment 
by' a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by  anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  are  not  recorded  as  medical  inspections. 
If,  however,  at  any  such  attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of 
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the  Authority’s  Medical  Officers,  this  is  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or 
re-inspection  as  the  case  may  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  sucii 
attendance  is  also  of  course  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Defect  or  disease 


(1) 


Skin  (1)  Ringworm— Seal}) 

(2)  ,,  —Body 

(3)  Scabies  

(4)  Inqjetigo 

(5)  Other  diseases  (nou-tuberculous) 

Eye  (6)  Ble})haritis 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  

(8)  Keratitis  .. 

(9)  Corneal  o})acities  ...  

(10)  Other  conditions  (excluding  defective 

vision  and  sejuint)  

(11)  Defective  vision  (excluding  s(]uint)... 

(12)  Squint 

Ear (13)  Defective  hearing  

(14)  Otitis  media  

(15)  Other  ear  diseases 

(16)  Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

(17)  Adenoids  only  

(18)  Chronic  tonsil  1 it i.s  and  adenoids 

(19)  Other  conditions  

(20)  Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non-tabcrculous) 

21)  Defective  speech 

(22)  Heart  disease — Organic  

(23)  ,,  — Functional  

■■(24)  Anaemia  

Lungs (25)  Bronchitis  

(26)  Other  non-tubcrculous  diseases  ... 
Tuberculosis  (27)  Pulmonary — Definite  

(28)  ,,  Sus})ected  ...  . 

(29)  Non-pulmoiiary — Glands 

(30)  ,,  Bones  and  joints 

(31)  ,,  Skin 

(32)  ,,  Other  forms 

Nervous  system.  .{'3d)  Epile}>sy  

(54)  Chorea 

(35)  Other  conditions  

Deformities  (36)  Rickets  

(37)  S}niial  curvature  

(38)  Other  forms  


Nose  and 
throat. 


Heart  and 
circulation . 


Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases' 


TOTAL 


Ko\itine  In.spections 

.special  Inspections 

No.  of  defect  a 

No.  of 

<iefect8 

ileqiiiriii^ 

HequiriiiK 
t(t  he  kept 
under  ••h- 

Kequirint: 

Ilequiring 
to  l>e  kept 
umier  ob- 

treatment 

servation, 
hut  not 

treatment 

servation 
hut  not 

(2) 

re<juirin{; 

treatment 

Ch 

requiring 
treatment 
(n) 

8 

1 

1 

17 

— 

8 

— 

145 

— 

3 

— 

144 



2(; 

2 

190 

— 

20 

11 

83 

— 

7 

— 

119 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

13 

3 

102 



410 

282 

67 

3 

57 

9 

23 

— 

16 

2 

35 

— 

26 

q 

149 

— 

12 

1 

43 

— 

63 

70 

255 

— 

5 

3 

— 

o 

3 

8 

— 

81 

49 

177 

— 

13 

32 

66 

— 

0 

20 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

25 

119 

51 

— 

64 

30 

83 

1 

13 

36 

76 

— 

15 

27 

98 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

12 

12 

3 

— 

112 

61 

48 

— 

241 

80 

3391 

— 

1255 

871 

5407 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE 
ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS 


(see  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  124,  dated  31st  December,  1934) 


Age  Groups 

1 

i Xuinber 
of 

1 Cliildren 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Xorinai) 

c 

(Slightly 

suhn«»rnial) 

fB;td> 

^ Inspected 

.Vo. 

! 

Xo. 

Xo. 

Ell  trail  ts  

227.0 

198 

8-70 

1921 

84-44 

154 

6-77 

o 

o-os 

Second  Age  Croup  ... 

1970 

2.?7 

12-00 

1546 

78-24 

192 

9-71 

1 

0-05 

Tliird  Age  (Jroujt  

Otlier  Routine 

! 1949 

! 

19.7 

10-01 

1 009 

85-03 

85 

4-30 

— 

— 

Inspections  

1897 

247 

18-02 

1498 

7.’? -90 

149 

3 

0-16 

Total 

8097 

877 

10-83 

1 

6034 

81-94 

580 

7-16 

6 , 

o 

o 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA 

The  returns  are  in  respect  of  all  exceptional  children  in  the  area, 
and  are  not  confined  only  to  those  for  whom  suitable  accommodation  is 
available. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  Table  no  child  is  included  who  has  not  been 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  by  a Tuedieal  member  of  the 
Authority’s  staff,  or  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  table  is  made  u])  from  the  list  of  ('xceptional  cdiildren  as  it  stood 
on  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year. 

Children  sent  by  the  Authority  to  day  or  residential  schools  outside 
the  area  are  included  in  this  table;  children  who  are  living  in  residential 
schools  in  the  area,  or  attend  day  schools  in  the  area,  but  who  come 
from  other  areas,  are  not  included. 

No  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form 

DLIND  CHILDREN 

A blind  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Educntion  Act,  1921, 
as  one  who  is  “ too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary  school  books 
used  by  children.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
totally,  or  almost  totally,  blind  and  can  onl}’  be  appropriately  taught  in 
a school  for  blind  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  sight  and  can  be 
appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  partially  sighted  children.  Only 
the  first  class  is  included  in  this  section. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified  Schools 

Bublic  Elementary 

Other 

no  School  or 

Total 

for  the  Blind 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

6 

— 

- 

— 

6 

82 
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PARTIALITY  SIGHTED  CHILDREN 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who,  though  they  cannot 
read  ordinary  school  books  or  cannot  read  them  without  injury  to 
their  eyesight,  have  such  power  of  vision  that  they  can  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  sighted. 

Children  who  are  able  by  means  of  suitable  glasses  to  read  the 
ordinary  school  books  used  by  children  without  fatigue  or  injury  to 
their  vision  are  not  included  in  this  table. 


At  Certified 

At  Certified 

At  Public 

At 

' At 

Schools  for  the 

Schools  for  the 

Kleinentary 

1 Other 

i no  School  or 

Total 

Blind 

Partially  Sif^lited 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

2 4 

8 

- 1 

1 

33 

During  the  year,  2 new  cases  were  added  to  the  register. 

9 boys  and  15  girls  were  in  attendance  at  the  Siglit-Saving  Class 
held  at  Hemingford  Street  Council  School. 

Below  is  a classification  of  the  defects  from  which  these  partially 
sighted  children  suffer. 


Myopia  5 

Myopic  astigmatism  14 

Corneal  nebulae  1 

Corneal  nebulae  and  myopic  astigmatism  1 

Nystagmus  2 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  and  nystagmus  1 

Congenital  cataract  2 

Congenital  cataract  and  nystagmus  1 

Coloboma  iris  and  choroid 3 

Optic  atrophy  1 

Congenital  aniridia 1 

Congenital  buphthalmos  1 
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DEAF  CHILDREN 

A deaf  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
as  one  who  is  “ too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of  hearing  children  in 
an  elementary  school.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
totally,  or  almost  totally,  deaf  and  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in 
a school  for  deaf  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  hearing  and  can 
be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  partially  deaf  children.  Only 
the  first  class  is  included  in  this  section. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified  Schools 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

for  the  Deaf 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

18 

3* 

— 

1 

Certified  at  end  of  year. 
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PAirJ’TALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN 


111  this  section  are  included  children  who  can  appropriately  be 
taught  only  in  a school  for  the  partially  deaf. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Deaf 

At  Certified 
School.s  for  the  i 
Jtirtially  J>eaf 

At  Public 
Elementary 
SchooLs 

At 

Other 

Ifisiitutions 

At 

n'l  ."chifol  or 
Institution 

T..t.d 

— 

21 

— 

— 

21 

MENTAELY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 


Mentally  defective  children  are  children  who,  not  being  imbecile 
and  not  being  merely  dull  or  backward,  are  incapable  by  reason  of 
mental  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the 
ordinary  public  elementary  schools  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of 
that  defect  of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction  in  special  schools 
for  mentally  defective  children. 

The  following  table  includes  all  such  children  except  those  who 
have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act  in  accordance  with  Article  3 of  the  IMental  Deficiency 
(Notification  of  Children)  Regulations,  19*28.  Particulars  relating  to 
these  children  are  entered  in  the  return  of  notified  children  (see 
page  12) . 


At  Certified  School.s 

At 

1 

At 

I 

At 

for  Mentally 

i’ublic  Elementary 

other 

iiu  Sclniol  or 

Tot.al 

Defective  Children 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

100 

12 

2 

7 

121 

Claughton  Road  Council  School. — In  accordance  with  the 
arrangements  for  ascertainment,  examinations  of  cliildren  sus}>ected 
to  be  mentally  defective  were  held  at  various  schools  and  clinics  during 
the  year  by  the  Assistant  IMedical  Officers. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  below; 


Total  riuiiiber  exainiiicd  -Hoys 4i‘) 

Girls 

— St? 

Number  ceitilied  as  mentally  defective — Hoys 27 

Girls 11 

— 3S* 

sht  of  these  were  notified  to  the  local 
Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  and  3 were  recommended  for 
residential  special  schools. 


Number  recommended  to  continue  in  attendance 

at  ordinary  elementary  scbools— Hoys IS 

Girls 26 

11  children  left  the  school  during  the  year 

{a)  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  4* 

{h)  before  reaching  the  age  of  16  yeais  7t 

* On/^  otified  to  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 
f our  were  granted  leave  of  absence. 
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A routine  physic.al  inspection  of  scholars  attending  the  school  was 
carried  out.  84  children  were  examined,  of  whom  2 were  found  to 
have  defects  requiring  medical  advice,  the  defects  found  being  scabies 
and  otitis  media. 

Mental  Deficiency  ( N otification  of  Children)  lUyulations,  192S. — 

Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  81st 
December,  1938,  by  the  Local  JOducation  Authority  to  the  Local 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 

Total  number  of  children  notified 9 


Analysis  of  the  above  total 


Di.'iRiioyis 

1 I’oys 

ciilh 

].  (i)  Children  inca})ah]e  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 

benefit  from  instruction  in  a Special  School  ; 

{a)  Idiots  

{h)  Imbeciles 

! / 

1 

(c)  Others  

— 

— 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  he  instructed  in  a Special 
School  without  detriment  to  tlie  interests  of  other 
children  : 

{a)  Moral  defectives | 

1 - 

[h)  Others  j 

! 

- 

— 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a Sjiecial 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

- 

1 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3,  i.e. 

“special  circumstances”  cases  

— 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 

were  blind  or  deaf 

— 

- 

Total 

7 

2 

i 
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EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

In  this  part  of  the  table  only  those  children  are  included  who 
are  epileptic  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  i.e.,  children  who,  not 
being  idiots  or  imbeciles,  are  unfit  by  reason  of  severe  epilepsy  to 
attend  the  ordinary  public  elementary  schools. 

(For  practical  purposes  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  c hildren  w'ho 
are  subject  to  attacks  of  major  epilepsy  in  school  should  be  recorded 
as  “severe”  cases  and  excluded  from  ordinary  public  elementary 
schools.) 


At  ■ ' 

1 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Cuhlic  I'llementary 

1 other 

no  .Schorjl  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

' In.^titutioiis 

InstitutKin 

2 

i 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 


A.— TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

Only  children  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  requiring  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  at  a sanatorium,  a dis)»ensarv,  or  elsewhere  are  recorded 
in  this  category.  Children  suffering  from  eriiJpling  due  to  tuberculosis 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded 
as  crippled  children,  jjrovided  tliat  tlie  degree  of  cri}ipling  conforms  to 
the  description  of  a crij^pled  child  given  at  the  head  of  Section  C below. 
All  other  tuberculous  children  who  are  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in 
need  of  treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate  children  provided  the  Medical 
Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  under  Section  o5  of  the  Education  Act, 
1921,  that  tliey  are  incapable  by  reason  of  physical  defect  of  receiving 
proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Elementary 
Schools. 

I.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Kleinentary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

lust  it  ul  ion 

4 

1 5 1 

3 I 23 

IT.— CHILDREN  SUFFERINIi  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than 
those  shown  in  (I)  above) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

I’ublic  Elementary 

other 

no  Schoi>l  or 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

14 

211 

— 

2 

B.— DELICATE  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (except  those  included  in 
other  groups)  whose  general  health  renders  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  specially  selected  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School.  Such 
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children  are  included  irrespective  of  the  actual  provision  of  Open  Air 
Schools  in  the  area,  or  of  the  practicability  in  present  circumstances 
of  sending  the  children  to  Residential  Schools.  Children  are  not 
regarded  as  suitable  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School  unless  tlie 
Medical  Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  under  Section  55  of  the  JMucation 
Act,  1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  physical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Klemeiitary 

(jther 

no  Sclntol  or 

Total 

Special  Schooln 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

14 

— 

_ 1 

1 

1 

14 

C.— CRIPPLED  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (otlier  than  those  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  in  need  of  treatment  for  that 
disease)  who  are  suffering  from  a degrge  of  crippling  sufficiently  severe 
to  interfere  materially  with  a child’s  normal  mode  of  life,  i.e.,  children 
who  generally  speaking  are  unable  to  take  part,  u\  any  complete  sense, 
in  physical  exercises  or  games  or  such  activities  of  the  school  curricu- 
lum as  gardening  or  forms  of  handwork  usually  engaged  in  by  other 
children,  and  in  whose  case  the  Medical  Officer  is  ]»re])arc d to  certify 
under  Section  55  of  the  ffducation  .\ct,  lt)21,  that  they  arc  incaiaible  by 
reason  of  such  physical  defect  of  receiving  })ro])er  benefit  from  the 
instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Elementary  Schools. 


At  ! 

At 

At 

At 

1 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

1 Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

18 

— 

3 

21 

i 

D.— CHILDREN  WITH  HE.\RT  DISEASE 
This  section  is  confined  to  children  in  whose  case  the  IMedical 
Officer  is  prepared  to  certify,  under  Section  55  of  the  Education  Act, 
1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  such  physical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 


At 

Certified 
Special  Schools 

At 

Public  Elementary 
Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School  or 
Institution 

Total 

~ 

24 

— 

12 

36 

Special  Educational  Classes- — A total  of  39  children,  including 
a number  whose  heart  condition  was  too  severe  to  permit  of  their 
attendance  at  an  ordinary  elementary  school,  attended  these  classes, 
which  are  organised  by  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association. 
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CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FPuOM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 


(Joinljiiiation 
of  J>(;fect 

i 

i 

At 

Certified 

Sf>ecial 

Schools 

At 

Public 
Elementary  j 
Schools 

At 

1 Other 
Institutions 

At 

no  Scho<jl  or  Total 

Institution 

Mental  Defeet  (Feeble-minded) 
and  Ci’ijipled  

1 

1 

1 2 

Mental  Defeet  (Feeble-minded) 
and  Heart 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(see  note  a) 

GROUP  I— MINOR  AUGMENTS  (exclndirig  tJiicleariliness,  for  which 

see  page  23). 


Niunher  of  defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  tiie  year. 

Disease  or  defect 

(1) 

Under  tiie 
Authority's 
scheme 
(.see  note  b) 
Ci) 

Otiierwise 

(3) 

'I'otal 

(41 

Skin — Riiigwoim—  scalp — 

(i.)  X-Kay  treatment 

(ii. ) Other  treatment  

6 

1 ~ ' 

! 6 

Ringworm — body  

12 

— 

1 12 

Scabies  .... 

lid 

1 

117 

Impetigo 

132 

, 132 

Other  skin  disease  

1 12 

6 

148 

Minor  eye  defects  

264 

6 

270 

(external  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

1 

Minor  ear  defects  

180 

2 

182 

Miscellaneous 

2171 

1 

17 

! 2188 

(e.p.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, &c.) 

Total  

3023  , 

: 32  1 

3055 

Tlie  number  of  cliildren  who  received  treatment  at  the  General 
School  Clinic  was  2,718;  the  total  attendances  numbered  13,110. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Health  Nurses  j)aid  1,021  visits  to  the 
homes  of  children  with  defects  in  connection  with  “ following  iij)  ” — 
1,406  first  visits,  215  re-visits. 

Of  the  children  examined  at  routine  and  special  inspections  in 
ordinary  schools  during  the  year  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
defects  requiring  medical  or  dental  attention,  585  received  treatment 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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GliOUP  H.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  excluding  Minor  Eye 


Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.} 


Number  of  defects  dealt 

with 

Defect  or  disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(see  note  b)  \ 

(1) 

^2) 

Ci) 

(4t 

Ei-rors 

of  refraction  (including  squint) 

S68 

i 

19 

887 

Other 

defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 
Group  I)  

19 

1 

' 1 

20 

Total 

887 

20 

907 

1 

1 Un<ler  the 
Autiiority's 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

No.  of  children  for  wlioni  spoctaclea  wci  e 

{a)  Prescribed 

{h)  OlTained  

781 

556 

18 

IS 

799 

574 

Dr.  Williams  coiitimicd  in  charge  of  the  ]^ye  Clinic. 

Care  is  taken  to  secure  that,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  without  any 
elaborate  system  of  investigation,  only  those  parents  who  are  not  in  a 
])osition  to  obtain  ])rivate  attention  to  their  children's  eyes  are  allowed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  jirovided  at  the  clinic. 

During  the  year  588  new  cases  were  examined.  Spectacles  were 
jirescribed  for  dd‘2  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  emmetropic 
or  cases  for  whom  spectacles  were  of  no  henetit.  bbO  children  attended 
for  re-examination,  and  550  jiairs  of  spectacles  (new  or  rei)laced)  were 
supplied.  The  total  cost  of  all  the  spectacles  which  were  ordered  during 
the  year  (including  those  ordered  for  secondary  school  children)  was 
£145  11s.  Id.,  of  which  the  ])a]’ents  were  required  to  pay  £T28  12s.  4d. 
The  total  sum  collected  during  the  year  (including  arrears  Irom  previous 
years)  was  £126  7s.  Od. 

21  new  cases  were  examined  and  21  re-examinations  were  carried 
out  by  Dr.  Charters,  the  consultant  ophthalmic  surgeon,  at  the  Birken- 
head Municipal  Hospital. 
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The  following  is  a suininary  of  the  visual  defects  of  new  cases  for 
whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  during  tlie  year  : 


First  Eye 


Second  Eye 


Hypermetropia  

llyjjerrnetropia  

Tlyperrjietropia  

H y p e r 1 n e t r • 0 { ) i c a s t i g ii i 1 1 i s m 
J lyperirietropic  astigmatism 
Hypermetropic  astigmatism 

Myopia  

Myopia 

Myopia  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Mixed  astigmatism  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Mixed  astigmatism  

Mixed  astigmatism  


. M.vpej’inetropia  

.Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ... 

,N<a-mal  

Hypmiiietropic  astigmatism  ... 

.Mixed  astigmatism  

.Normal  

.Myopia  

Normal  

Myoi)ic  astigmatism  

Hypermetroi)ia  

.Myopic  astigmatism  

Mixed  astigmatism  

Normal  

Mixed  astigmatism  

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ... 

Normal  

Hypermetropia  


130 

2r> 

3 

03 


r»‘.» 

10 

1 

2 

I?) 

2 

3 

4 
1 

1 
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The  following  conditions  were  also  recorded  aniong  the  new  cases 
who  attended  the  clinic  : 


Coloboma  iris  1 

Coloboma  iris  and  clioroid  1 

Corneal  nebulae  14 

Nystagmus  1 

Keratitis  2 

Amblyopia  28 


The  new  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 

Convergent  : Right  eye  43;  left  eye  71:  altei  nating  17. 

Divergent  : Right  eye  1. 


GROUP  111.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Number  of  defects 


Received  operative  treatment 


Under  the 
Authority  s scheme 
in  clinic  or  hospital, 
(see  note  h) 

(1) 


By  private 
practitioner  or  hos- 
pital, apart  from 
the  Authority’s 
scheme 


(2) 


Total 

(3) 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i)  1 

(ii) 

(iii) 

26 

- 

23 

- 

7 

1 

- 

- 

33 

1 

23 

Received  other  Total  number 
forms  of  treated 

treatment 


(iv) 


(4) 


(a) 


159 


216 


(i)  Tonsils  only.  (ii)  Adenoids  only.  (hi)  Tonsils  and  adenoids. 

(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 

A total  of  362  children  referred  to  Mr.  Leathart,  the  consultant 
aurist  and  laryngologist,  was  examined  by  him.  164  children,  after 
re-examination,  were  found  to  be  improved  or  cured.  This  total 
includes  those  children  who  received  operative  treatment  during  the 
year. 
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GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS  see  noli  C) 


Under  the  Authority’.^  Scheme 
(nee  note  b) 

\ (1) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

Otherwise 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

1 Non-resi- 
1 dential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

liiil 

Total 

numleer 

ireateil 

Residential  1 Residential 
i treatment  | treatment 
with  1 without 

ediK;ation  1 education 

1 

(i)  ! db 

Non-resi- 
dentutl 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

(iiil 

Numlxaof 

ti'eated 

1 

1 . ■ 

i 

3.51 

- 

— 

i 37. 

1.  Examinations  carried  out  at  the  clinic  by  the  orthop'cdic 
su,r(jeon. — At  the  Clinic  J)r.  llartley  Marlin,  llic  orthopccdic  surgeon, 
attended  on  83  occasions  during  the  year.  The  after-care  sister  made 
7G  atteiidances. 

29G  new  cases  were  dealt  with,  as  compared  with  2G8  in  the 
previous  year. 

Tuberciilons  cases  - 

Nori-tnberculous  cases — 


Under  school  age  'J* 

Of  school  age  


2% 

There  were  836  re-examinations  made,  as  compared  with  853  in 
1937  : — 

Tuberculous  cases  43 

Noil-tuberculous  cases— 

Under  school  age  22.') 

Of  school  age  a4u 

Over  school  age  28 

836 

The  average  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  surgeon  per  session 
was  34.3. 

in  the  following  table  Dr.  Hartley  Martin  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with,  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment; 


CO 

05 

1938 

Remaining 

Discharges  1938 

*0 

c 

<15 

New  cAses 

at  end 
193S 

of 

1 

i 

Diagnosis 

c4 

bc 

School  age 

School  age 

i 

1 _ 

1 

T. 

P 

'5 

‘3 

g 

S 

Pi 

Under 

1) 

Under 

Over 

5 

1 3 

5 

's 

2 

.2 

Infantile  Paralysis 

31 

5 

4 

29 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Spastic  Paralysis  

22 

5 

1 

.. 

1 7 

15  1 

15 

1 

4 

Rickets  

Osteitis  and  Arthritis  : 

72 

11 

... 

•20 

24 

2 : 
“ 1 

17 

1 

{a)  'ruberculous  

24 

2 

1 1 

1 

18 

1 

4 

1 

[h]  Non-Tubei‘culous . 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

■3 

Congenital  Deform.  .. 

40 

6 

s 

13 

27 

6 

3 

2 

1 

Acquired  Deform 

163 

48 

97 

65 

146 

1 

38 

9 

3 

43 

3 

105 

No  Apparent  Defects.. 

20 

23 

89 

15 

7 

5 

Totals 

376 

94 

202 

1 

131 

269 

1 

64 

18 

5 

72 

112 

1 
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2.  Massage  and  remedial  exercises- — Massage  and  remedial 
exercises  as  prescribed  by  Dr.  Martin  were  provided  by  the  Invalid 
Children’s  Association.  (Tliere  are  two  whole-time  masseuses  on  the 
Association’s  staff.) 

Attendances  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises  were  made  by 
clinic  cases  as  follows: 


Tuberculous  cases (tl 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age  37b 

Of  scliool  age  3s7r> 

Over  scliool  age 71 


i3xs 


In  addition  to  the  above,  1,220  attendances  were  made  by  non- 
clinic cases  (that  is  to  say,  cases  sent  to  the  Association  by  orthopaedic 
surgeons  attached  to  voluntary  hosi)itals,  etc.)  as  follows: — 


Under  school  age  .')(■. 

Of  school  age  llCd 

Over  scliool  age  — 


o.  Surgical  apparatus — splints,  etc. — These  are  provided  by  the 
Association,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  being 
as  follows: 


Und<?r  School  Of  St  hool 
Aj;e  .Aye 

Tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  — <> 

Non-clinic  cases  — 7 

Non-tul)erciilous  ( uses — 

Clinic  cases  51;  h;:) 

Non-clinic  cases  lb  80 


Over  Si-hool 
Af:.- 
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4.  Milk,  tonics,  convalescence,  after-care. — Most  useful  work  is 
also  done  by  the  Association  in  providing  milk,  tonics,  etc.  for  patients 
for  whom  these  have  been  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  and 
other  doctors,  and  in  following  up  and  helping  patients  who  have 
passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment: 


Under  School 
Age 

Of  .School 
Age 

Children  supplied  with  milk — 

Tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  

2 

b 

Non-clinic  cases  

— 

1 

Nou-luberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  

....  183 

5() 

Non-clinic  cases  

Children  supplied  with  tonics — 

....  12(‘) 

200 

Tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  

1 

10 

Non-clinic  cases  

..  . — 

— 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  

....  151 

72 

Non-clinic  cases  

33 

28 

Over  School 
A ire 


Children  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  and  Country  Hospitals — 
Tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  — 2 — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 4 — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  37  139  — 

Non-clinic  cases  8 53  — 

5..  Hosjtital  I'reafmcnf.—Oi  the  673  cases  that  have  been  on 
the  register  qf  the  orthopaedic  clinic  and  regarded  as  suitable  for 


llcallli  (ff  school  rhildnii 
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treatiuerit  during  the  past  year,  28  (or  4.2%  j required  hospital  treat - 
merit  and  were  axlrnitted  to  the  J3irkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  and 
the  Children’s  Hospital,  Leasowe.  Of  this  number,  7,  or  2d%,  were 
children  under  school  age.  The  cases  comprise  : 

stay  in  HoEpital 
Cases  Days 


Hickets,  JiowJegs,  Kijock-knee  G irs3 

CorigeiiitaJ  deformities  9 794 

Acquired  rleformity  4 lu-2 

Irifautile  paralysis  4 47u 

Spastic-  paralysis 2 273 

Non-'I'lj.  Arthritis  3 227 


The  total  number  of  days  in  hospital  was  2,840.  Of  this  number 
72.7%  was  in  resjiect  of  children  of  school  age,  equivalent  to  7.8  beds 
occupied  tliroughout  the  year. 

6.  Birkenhead  Orthopa die  Hospital. — At  this  institution  chil- 
dren suffering  from  ortlio]>a^dic  defects  of  tuberculous  origin  are  treated. 
Many  are  cases  who  have  jiassed  through  a course  of  treatment  at 
Leasowe  Hospital,  or  are  awaiting  admission  to  that  institution. 

7.  Treatment  Inj  Ultra-Violet  Baps. — Treatment  of  rickets  and 
other  deforming  conditions  is  })rovided.  Fuller  details  of  the  work 
carried  out  at  the  Clinics  and  by  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association 
are  given  below. 


GROUP  V.— TREATMENT  RY  ULTRA-\'IOEET  RAYS. 


At  the  North  Health  Clinic  a total  of  70 
made  1,745  attendances  during  the  year  : 

imi  roved 


Uehility  21 

Tuhei-ciilosis  5 

.Anaemia  7 

Eczema  1 

Asthma  2 

Bronchitis  1 

Otliei'  conditions  8 


children 


Not 

Improved 

11 

(i 


G 


of  school  age 

still  und.  r 
treatment  at 
end  of  vear 
6' 

8 

3 


1 

12 


45 


32 


At  tlie  Soutli  Ilealtli  Clinic  a 

total  of  100 

child  ren 

made  1,710  attendances  during  the 

year  : 

Not 

Imj>roved 

Improved 

Debility  

15 

12 

Tuboi-culosis  

5 

1 

Bronchitis  

12 

10 

Anaemia  

1 

— 

Urticaria 

1 

1 

Other  conditions  

23 

19 

of  school  age 

still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year 

1 

5 


10 


57  43  23 


At  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  premises,  41  children  of 
school  age  made  525  attendances  during  the  year  : 

still  under 
Not  treatment  at 
Improved  Unproved  end  of  year 


Rickets  _ _ _ 

Debility  27  10  15 

1'ubei‘cnlosis  4 — 1 


31  10  10 


In  addition,  746  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1)  Nuiiil)(jr  or  cliiidieii  wlio  weie: — 

(ij  Insjjected  by  tlit3  Dentist: 

Itoutiiie  age  gioui^s — 

aged  ')  

aged  b 1070 

aged  7 1758 

aged  8 17'.fJ 

aged  0 1800 

aged  10  18“.^o 

aged  11  I'lOi 

aged  li  171'.» 

aged  i:i  

aged  14  187 

14001 

(/;)  Specials  (see  note  c)  — 

(c)  TOTAL  (Houtine  and  Specials)  14<Hil 


(2)  Nnnd)er  I'onnd  to  jecpiii'c  tieatnicnt  OSs; 

(:i)  Number  actually  tieated  042s 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  cliildien  lor  treatment 11(101 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to:— 

Inspection  150 

Treatment  1002 

'I'otal  1758 

(0)  Fillings  (see  note  f): — 

Permanent  Teeth  0520 

Temporary  Teeth  130 

'lotal 0002 

(7)  Extractions:— 

Permanent  Teeth  :1053 

Temporary  Teeth  ...‘ 0:iO8 

Total  12%1 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extractions 2293 

(9)  Other  Operations:— 

Permanent  Teeth  2495 

Temporary  Teeth  142 

Total  2037 

Cleanliness  of  teeth. — The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows  : 

Clean  7900 

Fairly  clean  4753 

Dirty  1282 

14001  • 

Condition  of  gums. — The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined  : 

Gums  healthy  11637 

Gums  inflamed  1385 

Gums  septic  979 

14001 

Condition  of  bite. — This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  below^  : 

Bite  good  9098 

Bite  fair  4207 

Bite  bad  696 
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Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  the  children  found  to 

require  dental  treatment,  with  the  following  results:  — 

Hefused  to  have  ticatnient  done  or  did  not  leidy  ...  s33 

Stated  that  tieatrjient  would  he  obtained  privately  ... 

Requested  treatment  at  the  iJental  Clinic  77*7 


Of  the  7,747  children  for  whom  treatment  at  the  clinic  was 
requested  : 

5458  weie  tieated  hehjie  tin.*  end  of  the  year 
i:t41  did  not  attend  when  sent  for 
948  were  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year 


7747 

Tlie  total  numh(;r  of  children  treated  at  the  clinic  duriny  I'JdS  was  ; 


Following  on  r.W7  inspections  ^5^ 

Following  on  1938  iiisj)ections  515n 

Ihoiigiq  hy  j)aients  on  their  (jwn  initiative  31(t7 

From  liifkenhead  i)rthopaedic  Hosi)ital  

From  Claiighton  Hoad  (b  School  3 
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8,711  children  conq)leted  their  treatments  during  the  year. 

2,824  ])arents  paid  Is.  each  and  120  parents  Od.  eaeh  for  treatment 
for  their  children,  the  total  amount  paid  being  1:144  7s.  Ud.  0,727 
children  were  treated  free  of  charge. 


UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  Health  Nurses  19 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  Health  Nurses  74919 

(iii)  Number  of  indlvUlual  children  found  unclean  {see  nolc 

g)  

(iv)  Number  of  indiioidual  children  cleansed  undei'  Seciion 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  .\ct,  1921  — 


(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken: — 

[a]  Under  the  Education  .Vet,  1921  — 

[b)  Under  the  School  .\tteiulaiice  Byelaws  — 

In  12  cases  of  persistent  neglect  notices  were  served  on  the  parents 
and  ill  each  case  the  child  was  satisfactorily  cleansed  at  home. 

The  Health  Nurses  i)aid  05  visits  to  the  homes  of  children  in  regard 
to  imcleanliness  and  verminous  condit  ions  (54  first  visits,  11  re-visits) . 


Number  of  children  examined  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  in  the  Schools  and  number  found  defective  in  each  School 
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Healtli  of  school  children 


NOTES  ON  TAliLES  (images 

(a)  The  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine  inspec- 
tion, special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously. 

{b)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under  definite 
arrangements  or  agreements  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Ed.ucation  under  Section  80  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921.  Cases  which,  after  being  recommended  for  treatment  or 
advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment  by  private  practitioners, 
or  by  means  of  direct  application  to  hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital 
tickets  supplied  by  private  persons,  etc.,  are  entered  under  other  headings. 

(c)  Postural  defects  which  received  non-residential  treatment  otherwise 
than  at  an  orthopxdic  clinic  are  not  recorded  in  this  Table. 

(d)  A child  may  be  recorded  in  more  than  one  category  and  therefore 
the  total  number  of  children  treated  will  not  necessarily  be  the  same  as 
the  sum  of  the  figures  in  the  separate  categories. 

(e)  The  heading  “Specials”  in  this  Table  relates  to  all  children  inspected 
by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine  inspection 
of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Autliority’s  approved 
scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  him,  or  referred  by 
Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  eb:.,  on  account  of  urgency. 

(/)  Temporary  fillings,  whether  in  permanent  or  temporary  teeth,  are 
recorded  as  other  operations. 

(g)  (i)  All  cases  of  uncleanliness,  however  slight,  are  recorded. 

(ii)  The  return  relates  to  individual  children  and  not  to  instances  of 
uncleanliness. 


Health  of  school  children 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


99 


The  powers  and  duties  of  local  education  authorities  with  regard  to 
medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  secondary  schools  and  ^-ontin  :ntioii 
schools  are  set  out  in  Section  80  of  the  Education  Act.  1921. 

Schools  at  which  medical  inspection  is  carried  out. — Medi  al 
ins[)ection  is  arranged  for  at  tlie  following  s<"hools  : 


(a)  Provided  by  the  Local  Education  .Authority—  No.  on  Roll 

'J'he  Hirkerihead  I restitute  dloysi  397 

3'iie  Lirls  Secondary  School  47:i 

Pock  P'eiry  High  School  (Hoys)  3.7o 

Park  High  School  (Hoys;  .37)4 

\b)  Not  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority— 

The  Higher  3'ranniere  High  School  for  Girls  209 

The  Convent  Secondary  School  314 


There  are  no  continuation  schools  provided  b}"  the  local  education 
authority. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

A.— HOUriNE  MEDICAL  I\Sl>ECTIONS 


Number  of  Inspections  ‘2DU) 

iL— on  1 EH  1 NSPE( : ri  ( )Ns 

Number  of  Sjiecial  Inspections  17 

In  schools  — 

In  clinics  IT 

Nurnbor  of  llo-Inspections  4d0 

In  schools  IdO 

In  clinics  — 


Total 


447 


The  following  schools  were  ins])ected,  the  totals  and  numbers  found 
defective  being  shown  : 

No.  Inspected  No.  found  ^ 


defective 

Birkenhead  Institute  423  (o 

Girls’  Secondary  School 480  94 

Rock  Feriy  High  School  355  27 

Higher  Tvainnere  High  School  for  Girls...  150  42 

Park  High  School  337  22 

Convent  F.C.J 271  15 


2016  265 

* IJxcluding  those  with  defective  teeth  and  defects  of  nutrition. 

Included  in  the  total  are  205  who  were  inspected  as  entrants  to 
these  schools. 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Defect  or  disease 

(1) 

Rnutine  liiHpections 

Special  Inspections 

Xo.  of  Defects 

1 Xo.  of 

Defects 

lllequiring 

jtreatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  l>e  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

1 

(D 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 
but  not 
tre  Hiring 
atineiit 

0) 

Skin  : other  diseases  (non-tiil)ei‘eul(nis)  

1 



_ 



Eye  : blepharitis  

1 

7 

j 1 

— 

eonjuiietivitis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

corneal  o])acities 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

other  conditions  (excluding  defective  vision 

and  squint)  

i 1 

' — ' 

— 

— 

defective  vision  (excluding  squint)  

116 

189 

— 

— 

squint  

3 

2 

— 

— 

Ear : detective  hearing  

2 

1 

— 

— 

otitis  media  

2 

2 

1 

— 

other  eai'  diseases  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nose  and  throat : chronic  tonsillitis  only 

7 

47 

1 

— 

other  conditions  

S 

20 

2 



Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non  tuberculous) 

3 

57 

1 



Defective  speech  

3 



Heart  and  circulation  : 

Functional  

1 

95 

— 

— 

Anamiia  

12 

8 

1 

— 

Lungs— bronchitis  

1 

5 i 

1 

— 

other  non-tuberculous  diseases 

1 

26  1 

1 

— 

Nervous  Svsteni — chorea  

— 

_ I 

2 

— 

other  conditions  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deformities  : S])inal  curvature 

20 

12 

— 

— 

other  forms 

86 

134 

— 

— 

Other  defects  and  diseases  (excluding  defects  of 

nutrition,  uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases;  ...j 

28 

15  j 

7 

— 

Total  number  of  defects  ..  . 

294 

624  ! 

20 

— 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TREATMENT  TABLES 
GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS 


Defect  or  disease. 

Xumber  of  defects  treated  or 
under  treatment  during  Die 
year,  under  the  Authority’s 
scheme. 

Minor  e^  e defects 

1 

, 1 

5 

7 

Minor  ear  defect  

Miscellaneous  (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,,  etc.)  

Total 

7 children  made  27  attendances  for  treatment  during  the  year. 
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OfiOIJP  II. — IjKFEC'I'IVE  X'ISION  and  .SQEIN'r  'excluding  Alirior  Eye  Ijef.-cts 


No.  of  defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  disease 

Untler  the 
Authority’s 

1 scheme 

i 

By 

private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
squint)  

1 

21 



100 

T(;tal 

1 

21 

— 

ICO 

Total  rmniber  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescrihed— 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme  74 

[h)  Otherwise  21 

Total  numher  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles— 

(a)  Under  the  .Authority’s  scheme  64 

(/>)  Otherwise  21 


96  children  were  submitted  to  refraction  at  the  Eye  Clinic. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visual  defects  of  ncic  cases 
for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : 

First  Eye  Second  Eye 

Hypermetropia  Hypermetropia  1 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  lIypeiinetropi;i  2 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  Hypermotiopic  astigmatism  ...  2 

Myopia  Myopia  12 

Myopia  .Noi  nial  1 

Mixed  astigmatism  Hypermetiopia  1 

Mixed  astigmatism  Normal  1 
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42  new  cases  were  examined.  S))ecta(‘les  were  prescribed  for  20 
of  them,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  enimetro]»ic  or  cases  for  whom 
spectacles  were  of  no  benefit.  54  children  attended  for  re-examination. 


onoup  HI.— OirrilOPAEDlC  and  POSTUHAI.  UEFEUrS 


1 

ruder  the  .Vuthority ’s  Scheme 
non-residential  treatment  at  an 
orthopaMlic  clinic. 

Number  of  children  treated  

i 43 

DENTAL  TREATMENT 


(1)  Treated  240 

(2)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  

(3)  Fillings — Permanent  Teeth  450 

Temporaiy  Teeth  — 

— 450 

(4)  Extractions— Permanent  Teeth  131 

Temporary  Teeth  44 

— 175 
55 


(5)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

(6)  Other  Operations— Permanent  Teeth  
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Health  of  scjiool  children 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. — 15  children  suminoned 
to  ajjpear  before  Police  Courts  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

Employment  of  Children  Byelaws. — 107  children  were  medically 
examined  as  to  fitness  for  work  under  these  byelaws.  in  H cases 
certificates  were  not  granted. 

Provision  of  Meals. — An  average  number  of  738  children  received 
meals  each  day,  the  total  number  of  meals  provided  during  the  year 
being  187,591.  Meals  were  su]j])lied  five  days  ])er  week,  with  the 
exception  of  Bank  and  Public  Holidays. 


Past  Infectious  Diseases. — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  routine 
medical  inspection  as  to  the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children 
might  have  suffered. 


(U 


(2) 


Children  aged  3 — 7 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Whooping  Cougli  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  

Children  aged  8 — 14 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  


No  of 

Cases  Pcrcenta^^'e 
3R8  17.05 

l(*ori  70.c,a 

1127  i0.2:i 

1.30  0.11 

120  5..5i 

052  28.(»0 

251  11.03 


No.  of 

Cases  Percentage 
195  3.00 

5290  90.73 

3tk8  01.00 

449  7. 85 

451  7.90 

.3080  53.85 

2077  36.31 


Note.— The  ssune  child  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  lliese  diwase* 


Co-operation  of  Parents. — Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of 
4,854  (60.88%)  of  the  7,995  children  dealt  with  at  routine  inspections, 
Group  Parents  Present 


Entrants  87.52% 

2nd  age  group  80.40% 

3rd  age  group  40.94% 

4th  age  group  26.60% 


Materidtij  and  child  welfare 
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School  Camp. — The  tenth  school  camp  for  children  from  the 
schools  of  Birkenhead  was  held  during  the  period  25th  ]\Iay  to  24th 
J une. 

Six  hundred  children*  who  had  been  selected  as  being  suitable  cases 
to  attend  were  medically  examined.  After  numerous  re-examinations, 
and  treatment  for  various  minor  ailments  in  a number  of  children  by 
the  Health  Nurses,  540  children  (273  boys  and  273  girls)  were  even- 
tually passed  as  medically  fit,  ani  attended  the  camp  at  Dyserth,  near 
Prestatyn. 

Two  Health  Nurses  were  in  attendance  at  the  girls’  camp  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  first-aid  or  cajTving  out  any  necessary  treatment 
for  minor  ailments. 


Vaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspections  children  were  examined 
as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  the  7,995  children  examined 

2800  (35.08%)  showed  no  marks. 

3710  (40..50%)  showed  one  mark. 
i24  ( 5.30%)  showed  two  marks. 

122  ( 1.52%)  showed  three  marks. 

027  (11.00%)  showed  four  or  more  marks. 

Height  and  weight — Below  is  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  children  comprising  the 
groups  examined  during  the  eourse  of  routine  inspections,  together 
with  the  stanlard  deviations: 


Group 

lleiphr 

Iloy.s 

Girls 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

S.I). 

Ins. 

No.  i Ft. 

) s.n. 

Ins  1 Ins 

Entrants 

1134 

' 3 

2-89 

1055  1 3 

6-53  1 3 00 

2n(l  Ago  Grou])  

949 

■ 4 

0-83 

2 -70 

986  , 4 

0-76  j 2-59 

3rd  Age  Grouj)  

957 

4 

9-67 

2*99  , 

951  1 4 

10*36  1 3*20 

4tli  Age  Group  

799 

4 

1 1 -57 

3-58 

828  ' 5 

0*46  1 2-90 

Grouj) 

Wei 

sxht 

l>oys 

Girls 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

S.n. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

j Lbs. 

, s.n. 

1 Lb.s. 

Entrants 

1147 

3 

0*96 

5*81 

1070 

2 

13*70  1 

6-20 

2nd  Ag’e  Group 

953 

3 

13*09 

6*86 

975 

3 

12*21  1 

6*64 

3rd  Age  Group  

960 

5 

10-50 

1 1 *35 

962 

5 

11*34 

18*93 

4tli  Ago  Group  

800 

6 

7*44 

14*77 

831 

6 

12*39  1 

15*03 

Classes  for  stammering  children. — In  addition  to  the  quarterly 

visits  i)aid  to  these  classes  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  two 
exaniinalions  were  made,  covering  a total  of  83  children,  with  a view 
to  admission  to  or  withdrawal  from  these  classes. 


